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As we write this, the Pandemic 

continues although it is, 

mercifully, decreasing. Who 

ever thought last year when this 

began and we were told to wear masks “for a few 

weeks” that it would ever last this long and cause 

this much pain? While vaccination is progressing 

and the threat of surges diminishes, things still 

are a little uncertain including when gatherings 

will be safe for everyone. Therefore, The Albany 

Medical Center Schools of Nursing reunion for 

2021 has been canceled. We hope to get together 

in 2022 (maybe May for 1970 class and June for 

1971 and 1972 classes) all safe and well! We will 

keep you advised of next year’s plan.

We hope that all of you and your loved 

ones have made it through the pandemic 

safely and that you have been able to be 

vaccinated. For those of you who have worked 

clinically through this pandemic, you have our 

admiration, our thanks for going above and 

beyond and our pride that you have made such 

a difference to so many. For those of us who 

have retired, it has become clear that the old 

adage “once a nurse, always a nurse” is very 

true. Even if we were not clinically active we 

cared for ourselves, our families, our neighbors 

and friends. How many times were you asked, 

as a trusted advisor, whether they should get 

vaccine, abide by CDC rules, wear a mask and 

the like? How many times did you get groceries 

for a neighbor or advise a friend to go to the ED 

NOW when they developed shortness of breath? 

And sadly, you may have answered questions 

for a neighbor who lost a family member to 

Covid when they thought of questions they 

forgot to ask the doctor. 

GREETINGS FROM THE 
AMCSNAA BOARD

Many of you have expressed, on Facebook, 

how much you are looking forward to a reunion 

and so many have expressed gratitude and 

pride that they made it through a nursing school 

that was at times so difficult and frustrating 

but also such a fine education. Pride in what we 

accomplished and how prepared we were to 

be registered nurses shines through.  It is clear 

that the friendships forged there are lifelong and 

holding strong. We are looking forward to getting 

together in 2022!

“To do what nobody else will do,

In a way that nobody else can do,

In spite of all we go through;

That is to be a nurse”

– Quote by Rawsi Williams
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On Wednesday, February 3, 2021, Marie 

Weisz Treutler passed away peacefully 

at home at the age of 94. Mary Ann Miosek 

Murphy (F’74) was kind enough to write this 

tribute and is working on a history of her life 

that we will look forward to at future events:

Joseph and Elizabeth Schelier Weisz, 

Marie’s biological parents, made the difficult 

decision to send their daughter to America 

prior to the onset of World War II to live 

with Elizabeth’s sister.  It is unknown how 

she made her way from her hometown in 

Hungary to Bremen, Germany where, at 

the age of 9 and speaking only German and 

Hungarian, she sailed to the U.S. aboard the 

S.S. Europa on February 19, 1937. Presumably 

she was met by her aunt and uncle and 

traveled to their home in Schenectady, N.Y.

Her new life began and ended 84 years 

later at the same address where she lived 

with her mother’s sister Mary Treutler; 

she and her husband “Fritz” had formally 

adopted her and she became Marie Weisz 

Treutler. This helped assure she would 

not be deported to Hungary which was to 

become an ally of Germany.

She excelled academically making 

the honor roll in elementary school and 

graduated valedictorian of her class at 

St. Joseph’s Academy in 1945. In 1949 she 

graduated cum laude from the College of 

St. Rose with a B.S. in Science and Nursing. 

Her professional career began in Troy, N.Y. 

at St. Mary’s Hospital in the summer of 1949. 

She would later earn a Master’s degree in 

Nursing Education and Administration from 

St. John’s University in New York City in 1958.

Returning to Albany, she became 

Assistant Director of Nursing at AMCSN. 

She climbed the career ladder and became 

Associate Director in 1968 and Director 

in 1972. She retired in 1987 leaving behind 

a legacy of professionalism, leadership, 

guidance and caring for many students and 

alumni she encountered over the years.

Miss Treutler spent over 30 years at Albany 

Medical Center School of Nursing until her 

retirement. Her passing was noted by so 

many alumni who had so many memories. 

Clearly she made a huge impression on all of 

us and she will be dearly missed.

Susan Black (F’81) sent a note and a photo 

she has fond memories of Miss Treutler. The 

picture was taken after Miss Treutler asked 

her to wear the uniform at an event at the 

school – probably in 1978 or 1979. 

Cheryl Carman Articola (F’70) remembers 

Miss Treutler well and how when she 

(Cheryl) was pregnant and instructor for 

Ortho and Rehab, she asked to work a four 

day week. Even though she knew Cheryl was 

not returning after delivery, Miss Treutler 

surprisingly was very understanding and 

granted the request.

Diane Bailey (’67) recalls Miss Treutler 

asking her how her temporary position as 

B2 Head Nurse was going: they were in the 

process of hiring a head nurse and had no 

coverage. She told her it was going ok but 

asked if Miss King could stay away as she 

made her nervous. She also recalls being 6 

months pregnant when she graduated and 

at her exit interview Miss Treutler asked her 

if she planned to get her nursing degree. 

She said she’d like to but given being newly 

married, pregnant, etc. it would be harder. 

Miss Treutler told her it was unlikely that 

she would. It took her 25 years but she 

completed a nurse practioner program at 

Syracuse and a Masters of Nursing at The 

University of Washington.

Susan Clements (’59) remembers Miss 

Treutler fondly with “love, respect and 

admiration”. She and her husband served as 

missionaries in Tanzania and sent her their 

prayer letters. Miss Treutler answered every 

one, showing her interest in their work. She 

was a true friend and servant and her legacy 

will live on.

Margaret Greblunas Hartley (’75) wrote to 

say that she remembers Miss Treutler as 

prim and proper but so kind and wanted us 

all to succeed. Miss Treutler saw potential 

in her after she had a tough first six months. 

Miss Treutler just asked her did she still 

want to be a nurse. Margaret is so glad she 

asked that – she was a nurse for 44 years 

and loved every minute of it. She retired in 

November 2019 and was amazed how it had 

been so many years.

Denise Manning Earl (’64) still remembers 

Miss Treutler and her stressing one word – 

“tolerance” of which she did not approve. She 

did not espouse tolerating, giving in or putting 

up with something if you didn’t agree with it. 

It was better to try to do something about the 

issue – that always stuck with Denise. 

Linda Dombroski (’76) was sad to hear of her 

passing and recalled that she was presented 

the Citizenship Award from Miss Treutler at 

graduation – was such an honor for her.

A SAMPLING FROM POSTINGS ON OUR 
FACEBOOK GROUP:
Michelle Cleveland – “she was the wind 

beneath our wings”. She always said we were 

the “cream of the crop”. I wouldn’t be a nurse 

without her. 

Linda Dickey - she was the person who gave 

me my interview when I came to AMCSN in 

1969. I was a nervous wreck and wanted to 

make a good impression.

Jo Flanigan - first a lady then a nurse!

Tom Baniak - Betty and I remember her 

kindness and thank her for her dedication to her 

students, the school and the nursing profession.

Karen O’Shaughnessy - I remember her 

smile and her uniform with her cap; she was 

proud to be a nurse and made me proud to 

be one too.

Sharon Habiniak - she was so well respected 

by her peers and all of the students. Missed 

seeing her at the board meetings and holiday 

events in her pink suit.

Julia Mason - look in the mirror and tell 

yourself “You are wonderful.” Far ahead of her 

time in principle, knowledge, team work.

Ginny Leitch - the AMCSN experience wouldn’t 

have been the same without Miss Treutler.

There were dozens and dozens of other similar 

comments hoping that she rests in peace and 

thanking her for what she did for us all. There 

was one comment that I now cannot find to 

attribute to anyone to the effect that she may 

not have had children herself but that we were 

all her children. Lovely!

A LOSS FOR 
US ALL
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Lois Farnham (S’66) still 

remembers working in Hun and 

traversing the back lot to get to 

the building for the night shift. 

She recalls all patients being on 

INH, PAS and streptomycin as 

well as other drugs and the fact 

that many had alcohol issues; 

several folks kept alcohol in their 

night stands. She recalls working 

nights in the winter as the only 

(of course) nurse and hearing a 

loud noise like gunfire – it was

all the snow sliding off the 

roof! The students all had to 

have a BCG before working 

there and a repeat if they 

didn’t test positive.

John Danner (S’64) also 

remembers Hun very well. As 

a junior student he was charge 

nurse on the evening shift for 52 

patients who all needed meds – 

sometimes many! It took hours 

to pour them all and he would 

do them ahead and lock up the 

cart. Many patients went out on 

pass and when they came back 

(if they did) he would pass meds. 

The patients were often not 

cooperative refusing to take them, 

palming them or the like. He and 

the orderly who worked with 

him had their hands full getting 

everyone medicated and into 

bed by lights out (not to mention 

that some brought booze back 

with them). He recalls it as an 

interesting experience where he 

learned a lot.

Cheryl Carman Articola (F’70) 
recalls going to work at Hun as a 

new graduate; she worked four 

days a week to car pool with her 

husband and she was frequently 

assigned to Hun. She also recalls 

working with just an orderly for 

help as most patients were pretty 

self-sufficient and she too recalls 

spending most of the day pouring 

meds while the orderly helped 

patients with bathing, etc. Most of 

the men spent the day watching 

TV and playing cards and they 

were all perfect gentlemen. 

Most smoked so the unit was 

quite hazy! Teaching smoking 

cessation to people with already 

compromised lungs was difficult 

– a lot of nodding and lighting 

another cigarette.

Anne Haun Rymski (’68) recalls 

being sent to Hun in the winter in 

1968 and being shown the laundry 

chute that went down the side 

of the building which was to be 

used to evacuate patients in an 

emergency or fire – not exactly 

OSHA compliant! She got to know 

the security guards who made 

rounds nightly and discussed 

the building’s history, the germs 

there and how they were careful 

with uniforms when leaving work 

and washed them separately. 

She was particularly afraid of fire 

and planned in her head how she 

would evacuate children from 

the third floor out a window into 

snow banks. She became friendly 

with one guard who helped her 

when a patient did not return. 

He asked her out to breakfast at 

the Fountain and they married in 

A Piece of History

Do you remember the Hun 

Building that stood behind 

the hospital? It seems 

to have quite a history. 

Although some of us never 

went there as students, many of you did; for 

the rest of us there are stories and urban 

legends of TB patients sneaking out at 

night through the chute on the side of the 

building to go drinking.  

 As of 1900 Albany Hospital denied 

admission to contagious disease patients due 

to the risk to other patients. In 1906 Pavilion 

G was opened on space behind the main 

1971! They were married almost 

50 years before Carl passed away 

from renal cell carcinoma.

Mary Ann Miosek  Murphy (F’79) 
reminds us that in our last issue 

we talked about two students  

(Christine Bianchi and Dorothy 

Biehm Bisceglia) who created 

our school alma mater and first 

played it one night in Hun for the 

patients. Dr. Beebe came through 

and enjoyed it as did patients 

some of whom started dancing!

Anne Rose (’54) remembers 

working there vividly as a senior 

student. She reminded us that 

it is mentioned with pictures in 

The Legacy of Nursing at Albany 

Medical Center written in 2004 by 

Mary French and Elsie Whiting.

Beverly Alessi (‘UU56) didn’t 

work in Hun but her roommate  

Joan Sorenson (’56) was 

diagnosed with TB (not active) 

and a lobectomy spending 

several months at Hun 

recuperating. She visited her 

almost daily and remembers the 

staff and Dr. Maxon who was the 

medical director. 

Jane Stanley (’61) did a rotation 

there and found it rewarding. She

hospital for infectious disease 

patients. TB and smallpox 

patients were not allowed 

admission to that pavilion; 

TB patients were cared for in 

tents on the hospital lawn.  An 

outbreak in 1909 led or the establishment of 

the Western Avenue Sanitorium in land and 

buildings given to Albany Hospital by the 

Red Cross Camp. Later a seven bedroom 

bungalow was built there for student 

nurses. In future years adults and children 

with TB were admitted to Pavilion G which 

in 1935 was renamed in honor of Dr. Henry 

Hun. In the 1930s pediatric patients were 

sent to the former Shaker community in 

Watervliet. Hun was closed in 1974 as the 

number of patients decreased and could be 

cared for in the main hospital. Hun was used 

for many years as office space and sadly, 

the building has been demolished to allow 

further building of Albany Med facilities.

We asked for your memories of Hun and they came flooding in. So many great stories – 
a few we had to edit for space reasons but all were wonderful to read. Here goes:

continues on page 4
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had primary TB as a child but 

didn’t know it until she had skin 

test years later. She liked the 

patients there and found them 

to be warm hearted; they asked 

her why she became a nurse and 

when she said  “to take care of 

patients like you” one got up and 

hugged her!

Joan Galdston (‘UU56) has the 

most remarkable history. She not 

only worked in Hun as a student 

(and found the place to be dreary 

and unpleasant) but became a 

patient after she received BCG 

and tested positive a year or two 

later. She was on medications 

for TB for about two months and 

then home 2-3 months then back 

to the hospital for a left upper 

lobe resection. She lost 9 months 

of school time but was able to 

graduate with her class. She is 

now 88 years old and doing well 

while avoiding the Covid virus as 

she cannot take the vaccine (she 

developed Guillian Barre after a 

flu shot). Quite the medical history.

Diane Bailey (’67) had many 

memories of Hun: the number of 

meds patients had, the sputum 

samples, hemorrhages, a young 

mother and her young child who 

were both patients with active 

TB, stories of patients escaping 

down the laundry chute to get 

booze, a patient who spent his 

time painting and his painting of 

“Boy in Blue” and a young intern 

who worked so hard to save a 

hemorrhaging young woman who 

died himself months later.

Clara Scaglione Cipollari (’48) 
was a charge nurse in Hun in the 

early 50s. She remembers patients 

sleeping on the porch and that 

most of them could care for 

themselves. She recalls needing 

to be there early to go to the 

basement kitchen to put a huge 

coffeepot on the stove. 

Betty Lou Wessell (’55) 
remembers Hun being a unique 

experience that only Albany 

Hospital could offer to students 

who spent 6 weeks there. She 

recalls chest catheters with 

Stedman pumps and 3 bottle 

suction machines. In particular 

she remembers one patient who 

the students loved; he had several 

surgeries and they did “special 

duty” to care for him until he died. 

Their instructor was a Miss Norton 

from whom they learned a lot 

and they had the opportunity to 

listen to lectures with the medical 

students followed by nursing 

lectures. Although she didn’t 

always feel it while living through 

it, she couldn’t have asked for a 

better nursing education.

Janice Wilson Felipa (’60) is now 

83 years old but still remembers 

Hun and getting a BCG before 

going there. For many years 

she tested positive to PPDs and 

always had to explain that she 

had received BCG. New drugs like 

PAS and INH meant Tb patients 

could recover. She recalls passing 

meds, respiratory precautions 

for patients and students and 

becoming friends with patients 

as they stayed there so long. 

Some got to go home for 

weekend visits. She says that Dr. 

Hale, hospital director, kept the 

patients there even as numbers 

declined. In later life she had 

the opportunity to work in the 

jungles of Peru and care for TB 

patients there. They were acutely 

ill and there was no emergency 

equipment. She would always 

remember the Hun patients and 

the difference in care.

Juanita Snyder Knott (’51) also 

recalls working in Hun with its 

separate kitchen and laundry. 

She recalls a large open ward 

with screened windows and NO 

air conditioning. She remembers 

the Western Ave facility and the 

routine of handling sputum cups 

and the need to have frequent 

skin tests of BCG. She remembers 

patients waiting for their skin tests 

to come back and that after a few 

negative ones they were allowed 

to sign out for a few hours to go 

to stores or a movie. The long 

term patients became friends and 

shared photos of their families 

and news from home; in return 

the nursing students shared their 

news as well.

Elaine Goodrich Hooke (’55) 
wrote to say that she worked 

in Hun as a junior and senior 

student; they did charge duties 

on the night shift. She says the 

building was old and creaky, 

cold and drafty in the winter. 

She would have one orderly for 

help and spent most of her time 

doing paperwork and answering 

call bells – mostly to alleviate 

coughing spells. In particular 

she remembers one patients 

coughing up blood and the intern 

who came from the hospital to 

help. When she worked days 

there were LOTS of meds – huge 

PAS tablets and antibiotics. She 

recalls meals coming up on a 

dumbwaiter. She also remembers 

Dr. Frank Maxon who was head of 

the department.

Ginny Leitch (’68) recalls Hun as 

a scary place with sputum jars 

that were always full! The patients 

were often smokers despite 

their coughing and were able to 

sneak out at night to the bar on 

Morris St. The students left the bar 

(editor’s note: I think it was the 

One Nineteen) as soon as they 

saw patients there!

Denise Manning Earl (’64) 
worked there as well. She also 

remembers getting BCGs with 

its multiple arm pricks. She 

doesn’t recall specific isolation 

precautions there but patients did 

have to wear a mask if going to 

public areas like phone booths.

Barbara Carter White (’63) thinks 

there were at least 40 patients in 

Hun at the time she was there. 

Most patients were men but there 

were a few women and children. 

It was dark and rather depressing; 

there was a large sun porch for 

the patients. She also recalls the 

large amount of meds patients 

got daily including IM strep. 

As soon as they finished meds 

they started again with the next 

round! She remembers wards and 

wearing masks and gowns and 

lots of hand washing. In particular 

she remembers going to work 

one morning and hearing that 

two men escaped the nights 

before and went out to Papa’s 

drinking. Acute TB patients were 

cared for on A2 at that time.

Caroline Gensel Root (’60) also 

had the opportunity to work in 

Hun and, like others, recalls an 

old and somewhat depressing 

building, She never realized how 

many children were affected by 

TB until she worked there.

Pat Lawson (’62) also recalls 

working there and spent her 

senior internship rotation there 

(rather than the OR as she had 

hoped). She recalled an incident 

where she was hurrying to get 

a patient meds ( as usual) and 

slipped on a wet floor, falling and 

striking the side of her head on a 

bucket clipping her ear lobe. She 

had to go the ER to be treated 

and still recalls Dr. Heineman, Chief 

Resident, telling her she needed 

sutures. He was actually an ortho 

resident doing his ER rotation but 

he managed to suture her ear 

and placed a huge dressing over 

the side of her head. She says she 

looked like she had a lobotomy! 

He did a fine job – from that day 

on she hardly had a scar.

Carla Schmitz Stolzenthaler (’64) 
also remembers the BCGs and 

many chest x-rays after her TB 

skin test was positive; finally her 

doctor wrote her a note saying 

she didn’t have TB and no need of 

more x-rays! She recalls meeting 

discharged patients serving them 

at the diner around the corner. 

One day she took care of a 

woman who went into labor and 

was taken by ambulance to the 

OR in the main campus. 

Carol Muller (’68) thankfully 

worked evenings in Hun – 

prayed not to work nights! She 

remembers the children’s ward 

and Isabelle, the nursing assistant, 

who worked there and ruled 

the roost. She remembers a 

child named Tyrone especially 

as Isabelle was always yelling his 

name. She recalls a pool table 

used by the adults and found 

upstairs in Hun to be dark and 

creepy with never enough sunlight 

and “grumpy old men”. She also 

mentions a creaking dumbwaiter 

that transported meals and 

supplies and of course the sputum 

cups. Long term patients often 

went to the 119 (bar down the 

street) which students avoided. 

continued from page 3
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DO YOU REMEMBER THESE  
EVENTS FROM 1971?

✦ Disney World opened

✦ Snoop Dogg, Tupac Shakur, Elon Musk 
and Winona Ryder were born

✦ Charles Manson was sentenced

✦ Cigarette advertising was banned 
starting January 2, 1971

✦ In April, an anti-Vietnam war rally was 
held in Washington DC attended by 
500,000 people

✦ The rock bands The Eagles, Queen, 
Foghat and New York Dolls were formed

✦ Evil Knievel set a world record by 
jumping over 19 cars

✦ The Ed Sullivan Show had its last show in 
June 1971

INVENTIONS IN 1971

✦ Pong (by Atari)

✦ Email

✦ The Floppy Disk

✦ Cell phones

✦ VCR

✦ digital camera

✦ the Apple computer

✦ Pocket calculator

1971 YEAR END TOP TEN SONGS
“Joy to the World”  

Three Dog Night

“Maggie May”  
Rod Stewart

“It’s Too Late/I Feel the Earth Move”  
Carole King

“One Bad Apple”  
The Osmonds

“How Can You Mend A Broken Heart?” 
Bee Gees

“Indian Reservation”  
Paul Revere and the Raiders

“Go Away Little Girl”  
Donny Osmond

“Take Me Home, Country Roads”  
John Denver

“Just My Imagination(Running Away With Me" 
The Temptations

“Knock Three Times” 
Tony Orlando and Dawn

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• Reunions will be held in May and June 2022 – a mailing will be sent 

with details in March

• Alumni Association annual meeting is normally held the last Thursday 
in September at 4 p.m. 

• Christmas party is normally held the first Thursday in December  
in the evening

(Details for the annual meeting and Christmas party will be posted on Facebook; if you 
do not use Facebook please contact an officer if you are interested in attending)

NEED A SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT?  
Contact Albany Medical College Student Records A3, 43 New Scotland Ave, 
Albany, N.Y. 12208 or call them at 518-262-5523.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASSES OF 1971!
Especially for the 1971 graduates- since we did not “reune” yet here are some fun facts about the year you graduated:

Since we can’t be together yet, here are a few random pictures 
that may provoke a memory:
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Ruth Bucholz (’52) continues to live 

independently in a condo community in 

Longmont, Colorado just north of Denver. 

Her two children who live closest to her 

have helped her make her only trips during 

the pandemic – to medical or dental 

appointments. She now has had two doses of 

vaccine but is still wearing a mask and socially 

distancing outside her home.

Jane Stanley (’61) is looking forward to a 50th 

reunion and will help search for classmates 

if asked. She recalled Miss Treutler having a 

conversation with her when her grandmother 

died; Miss Treutler at first would not let her 

go home for the funeral as her father had 

requested – it would not be convenient. Her 

father ultimately got her excused and she had 

to make up the time.

Diane Bailey (’67) is living in eastern 

Washington on the Idaho border (the Land 

of the Free and the Brave). They have been 

careful during the pandemic and she has 

made over 200 masks that she gave away.

Patty Groom Finnegan (’69) has retired  

to Florida

Margaret Greblunas Hartley (S’75) tells us 

that she has retired as of 2019 although she 

keeps her license current! Her daughter was 

married in 2019 and her son is living in West 

Virginia. She and her husband John run a nut 

and fruit farm in Virginia which keeps them 

very busy; they were thankful to have work 

during the pandemic.

Eileen Quigley Kaplan (F’75) moved to 

California after graduation, went to Yale New 

Haven in 1978, to Baltimore as a CCU charge 

nurse in 1981 at John Hopkins and then to 

Germany in 1983 working in post-partum. In 

1986 she became Cath Lab Manager/Director 

of Cardiology at Baltimore Washington 

Medical Center and in 2006 became Cath 

Lab Director in Atlanta GA. As of 2008 she was 

cardiology consultant for McKesson. Quite a 

varied career!

Susan Black (F’81) let us know that she 

worked on E5 at Albany Med until 1982 when 

she married and moved to PA. She did 

home health care and eventually got a job 

with pharmaceutical company Merck as a 

research nurse. She then worked at a Biotech 

company, then in data management at Sanofi. 

She eventually became US head of their 

Planning team until 2018. After taking early 

retirement she is now working for Janssen 

Pharmaceuticals in project planning. 

Anne Haun Rymski (’68) is in the process 

of moving to South Carolina where she has 

friends and a welcoming church waiting 

for her. She has bought a home in a 55+ 

community where all her yard care etc. will be 

done for her – especially appreciated after 

a fall this year in the 22 inch snow storm this 

year. This move is well thought out with plans 

in case of hurricanes and she if glad to retire 

her snow shovel!

Clara Scaglione Cipollari (’48) was in 

the last class of Cadet Nurse Corps and 

after graduation she worked at the Albany 

VA and then came back to AMC as an 

instructor. She stayed home to raise her 

daughter and then spent 40 years working 

at Van Rensselaer Manor as their in-service 

director. She retired in 2016 and will be 93 in 

May!  She lives in her own home and keep 

busy with many activities. 

Juanita Snyder Knott (’51) just celebrated 

her 90th birthday and wonders how many 

of her classmates are still with us. Her health 

is good although she does use a walker and 

has had an AVR and pacemaker inserted. 

She lives independently with help from her 

children. Her husband passed away in 2016. 

She has been Municipal Historian for the 

town of Stuyvesant, N.Y. since 1996 and has 

been writing a timeline of the pandemic; 

she has completed and printed January 

through December 2020 and distributed 

to local citizens. She’s now at work on 2021 

including response of local health agencies 

and vaccination efforts. Her daughter is an 

R.N. working at New York Oncology and 

Hematology at Albany Med. She also has a 

grand daughter who is an R.N.; she completed 

her Master’s in Nursing Education last 

December and is teaching a new generation 

of nurses in Florida. What a grand legacy!

Ruth Aitkin Bailey (’49) just celebrated 

her 93rd birthday and still lives alone in her 

apartment and does some driving with the 

support of her family who are in the area. She 

wonders who is still here from her class of 1949!

Barbara Carter White (’63) has made about 

900 masks during the pandemic and she 

and her husband have both survived with 

great caution; both are now fully vaccinated. 

They are thrilled to welcome their first great 

grandchild; he is now 16 months old.  There 

has been a lot of face timing and now they 

can see him in person! She is looking forward 

to another reunion.

Janice Glass (’77) completed her BSN at 

SUNY New Paltz in 1993 and retired in 2012 

after 30 years of service at St. Francis Hospital 

in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. She is happily retired 

and living in Hyde Park, N.Y.

Sandra Montague Smith (’67) lost her 

husband in 2019; she has sold her home and 

is living with her daughter and her family. 

When she was cutting up Easter ham this year 

she remembered Mrs. Hyland and a nutrition 

class exercise where she was given a family 

of multiple people and a food budget. She 

had to plan a week’s worth of menus and one 

of the foods she “purchased” was a ham. She 

has been retired almost 10 years and she did 

many jobs – camp nursing, college health 

services, ICU and CCU and after 20 years 

found her dream job in Labor and Delivery at 

St. Peter’s hospital in Albany where she spent 

the last 25 years of her career. She ran into 

several AMCSN grads there. She spends time 

with her 98 year old father who is living at 

home and loves reading and quilting.  

Marion Caldarella (’52) remembers 

graduating from high school (Cohoes NY) at 

age 16 and entering Union University School 

of Nursing that year. After homesickness went 

away, school went well. She worked for the 

Troy VNA after graduation, married and then 

moved to Boston with her Navy husband 

in 1953. She worked for 50 years at Glover 

Memorial Hospital in Needham, MA. She 

retired at 75 having made many wonderful 

friends there. She loved camping with her 

family, motorcycling with her husband and 

traveling through every US state and every 

Canadian province on her Harley! To celebrate 

50 years of nursing she rode her bike to 

California and crossed the Golden Gate 

Bridge. What a life she has had!

Pat Lawson (’62) has also had a busy life. 

After graduation she worked evenings on M2 

and that year made it to the OR where she 

loved working. She later did private duty at 

Albany Med and also worked for a doctor’s 

office. While her sons were in school she 

worked as a school nurse. At age 48 she 

began pursuing a Bachelor’s degree at New 

Paltz University followed by 2 years at the 

University of Binghamton where completed 

her Master’s in their Family Nurse Practioner 

program. She worked in that role at the 

Center for Disability Services in Albany and 

semi-retired in 2006 continuing per diem 

until 2016. She has always been proud of her 

nursing education at AMC!

Isabel Gaudier Maggio (’51) is happy to 

rejoin the alumni association. She is blessed 

to be 94 years old and still driving around. 

She is anxious to hear about former friends 

and classmates.

Michelle Chiusano DeGeorgia (’70) worked 

in Pediatrics at St. Claire’s Hospital after 

graduation. After her children were grown she 

worked in several Family Practice offices.



 A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s  2 0 2 1  7

Friends and colleagues of June 

Gildersleeve Crider (’59) held 

a memorial for her on October 

16, 2020 in Delmar, N.Y. They 

dedicated a bench in her honor in 

Hudson, N.Y. and also sent a generous 

donation to our alumni association in her 

name. She had a distinguished career that 

ended with employment at the Albany VA.

Jane Hyde (’56) is remembered not only 

as an alumnus and a career at Albany 

Med but also as a nurse at our Health 

Services for many years.

Anne Haun Rymski (F’68) sent an 

interesting obituary of Norma Vadney 

Gay who was born in 1923 and attended 

As we said in the last newsletter, 

sharing memories is one of the 

highlights of our reunions and we 

have missed that this past year as well. So – 

here are a few memories from the past year.

Anne Haun Rymski (’75) recalls going to 

Ralph’s with her “big sister” Nancy Sauer 

after Papa’s burned. The “legal” age was 18 

but they weren’t even carded. It was not 

an ongoing habit! She also remembers the 

thin crust pizza at the Madison Grill that 

she and her husband to be liked. One time 

there she smelled an odd smell that her 

husband informed her was marijuana. Oh, 

so many memories! She also recalls that 

her daughter Elizabeth Louise was the 

last baby delivered by Dr. Klinger in 1978 

before he retired.

Did you know that in 1972 an alumnus, 

Sharon Buehler, rode on the American 

Hospital Association float in the Rose 

Parade? The only issue: she was allergic 

to roses!

MEMORIES FROM OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE:
Eileen Quigley Kaplan remembers getting a 

black jelly bean when she finally passed and 

was allowed to give meds. Hers is petrified but 

she still has it!

Sue Woodmansee-Miller wrote that she 

missed time in her sophomore period due 

to mono. They weren’t going to let her return 

to school but Miss King convinced them that 

if she could pass the med final without ever 

being in class she should be allowed to stay.

Patricia Bortle Barnhart posted a copy of her 

ID card that allowed participation and sports 

permission for horseback riding , fencing, 

swimming, etc.  It prompted many comments 

that most of us don’t recall that and John 

Kirk added that the U building did have a 

racket ball court and alley in the basement 

that female students couldn’t use but male 

students could.

Kris Kirkpatrick (’77) got her second 

Moderna vaccine at Little Falls Hospital (N.Y.) 

and noticed the nurse’s pin – she asked if that 

was really an Albany Med School of Nursing 

pin and it was! She was a Fall ’79 graduate and 

they could have talked longer but the line was 

growing. She gave a great shot!

Susan Coleman (’73) remembers her school 

catalog saying “beautiful Washington Park 

is within walking distance” and being told as 

one of the first things in orientation to never 

go there alone during the day and not to go 

there at all at night.

Judith Ocshe (’78) added to a discussion on 

beanies that she remembers having to wear 

her beanie and go in the C wing elevators 

and hit every floor. Many comments about still 

having our beanies today! 

Catherine Billings –Ouellette (’77) found a 

nursing school patch for sale on EBay which 

led to much discussion about blue sweaters 

and whether anyone still has theirs.

There were many comments about the 

value of our school. As Teresa Hanson (’73) 
said “We were ready for the “real” world after 

graduating from AMC. Charge, night shift, 

working holidays, rotating, short vacations not 

on prime time, but we were ready to handle 

almost anything.

So many memories come to mind: Ralph’s, 

Papa’s and the UN Diner, Moses’ statue in 

Washington Park, running back to the dorm 

to meet curfew, tennis court lights and balls 

bouncing at night, wearing a skirt (or raincoat 

over pajamas) to go to the cafeteria, precious 

weekends off, doing charge duties, mail from 

home, learning to set up a sterile field and 

getting at least 10,000 steps a day before it 

was fashionable! More memories to come in 

our next edition.

MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS
Cheryl Carman Articola (F’70) tells us about 

a book by Robin Oliveria entitled Winter 

Sisters that is a second volume in a series. 

It takes place in Albany during a raging 

blizzard (close to 1888) that mentions many 

medical events and familiar places including 

a reference to Dr. Hun.

 Also, as many of you have asked, Sandy 
Scudder has been living at an assisted living 

facility In Madison, WI for the past two years 

and is no longer able to be involved in alumni 

activities. Lynn Bondarenka tells us her mailing 

address is:

Heritage Middleton

6234 Maywood Avenue

Middleton, WI 53562

Speaking of our Facebook page- it has 

become very popular and a great way to 

catch up with classmates and friends. Look 

for the Facebook page “Albany Medical 

Center School of Nursing Alumni Association” 

that has about 408 members. So much fun 

to connect with friends!

 Our website remains a work in progress and 

we will attempt to get it updated this year; 

we cannot update it ourselves. Many of you 

have wrote me saying that you had problems 

getting a password and accessing the alumni 

directory on the site. Here’s the process to 

accomplish that:

• Log on to https://community.amc.edu/

amcsnaa

• Choose alumni directory on right  

side of page

• Enter (or request if you do not have one)   

a user name and password

• The Albany Med Foundation will check your 

information against our alumni database 

and will issue you access in a day or two

• If you do not hear from them please email 

Tim Stone at Stonet@amc.edu

• With access you can update your own 

profile, look up other alumni, etc.

A COUPLE SPECIAL NOTES REGARDING ALUMNI WE LOST THIS YEAR:

the Lark Street School of Nursing 

(precursor of our school) and then 

went on to work in Kentucky. She 

later returned to Albany, working at 

the Albany VA, in home care and was 

recognized in 2008 with the Albany 

County Volunteer Award. Truly a 

nursing pioneer!

Memories
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OBITUARIES
Our sincere sympathy is extended to the friends and families of the following alumni who are no longer with us:

DECEASED CLASS DATE OF DEATH

Claire McGuire Dings 1949 12/15/2020

Barbara Leonard 1949 date unknown

Frances Gerhaeusser Killeen 1950 1/23/2020

Grace Charbonneau Fitzgerald 1953 1/12/2021

Jane Andersen Hyde 1954 8/12/2020

Shirley Komar Allen 1954 November 2020

Carol Jennings Owen 1954 date unknown

Arline Ruth Standhart Breitung 1954 3/1/2020

Beatrice Wagoner Howland 1959 1/11/2021

June Gildersleeve Crider 1959 11/22/2019

Sandra Gregory Greene 1959 2/8/2021

Elaine Milstrey Monaghan 1960 6/29/2015

Gertrude Swezey Hoerning 1962 9/24/2020

Jerrilyn Jukes Yates 1963 4/29/2021

Margaret Lawatsch Alonzo 1963 4/27/2021 

Linda Bold Donnelly unknown 4/28/2021

PHYSICIANS  DATE OF DEATH

Dr. James Hoehn (plastics)  12/24/2020 

Dr. Robert Faust (medicine)  6/23/2020

Dr. Myron Gordon (OB-GYN)  12/6/2020 

Dr. Joseph Golonka (endocrine)  8/29/2020

Dr. “Lefty” Bedrosian (OB/GYN)  4/9/2021

Dr. Joel Spiro (Dermatology)  4/27/2021

Our sympathy to alumni who lost family members this year
Patti Bortle Barnhart husband Chris

Harry Whipple brother Paul

Elaine Slivonik Henry husband Dr. William Henry

Joan Gallagher Mastrianni husband Dr. Anthony Mastrianni

Caroline Gensel Root husband David (and oldest son Glenn in 2017)

We also note with sorrow the passing of
Patricia Reed (Albany Med VP Nursing)

Dr. Michael Vanko (Hospital President)

Marie Treutler (AMCSN Director)
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