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Please consider a Bequest in support
of Albany Medical College.

Dr. Vincent P. Verdile, ’84 and his wife Lou-Ann celebrate his 35th reunion at the New York State Museum.

Members of the ALBANY

MEDICAL COLLEGE
PILLARS SOCIETY

have created lasting legacies
using their bequests, life income
gifts and retirement plans.
They provide inspiration to others
to do the same. Thank you!
Learn more, contact Laura O’Brien
Assistant Vice President
Gift Planning and Principal Gifts
(518) 262-6835
obrienL@amc.edu
amc.PlanMyGift.org
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“ To celebrate our dedication to Albany Medical
College and the Medical Center, Lou-Ann, and
I created a legacy gift in support of the College.
Our outright annual gifts paired with our family
scholarship bequest is our way of showing our
gratitude and deep commitment to the importance
of educating tomorrow’s physicians.
“ We are proud to be Pillars Society members and
hope you will consider joining us with your own
lasting legacy. Your generosity has the power to
provide enduring support for current and future
generations of clinicians and practicing physicians. ”
Lou-Ann and Vincent P. Verdile, M.D. ’84
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Greetings Fellow Alumni:
WELCOME TO 2022.

I would like to thank those who took part in the recent alumni survey. It has been a long time since
we conducted a survey, and we value your insights and suggestions. We are still evaluating the data
and will be sharing an update in correspondence with all alumni.
Despite the pandemic lingering, we have begun some in-person connections with alumni. We held
a reception in Rochester in September, and I think we had the last perfect autumn evening to enjoy
an outdoor patio reception at the Schuyler Meadows Club in Loudonville for a well-attended gathering
of Capital Region alumni in October. Boston regional alumni took part in a virtual discussion with
Dean Verdile in November. We are not where we want to be and are very much dedicated to keeping
everyone healthy and safe, but we are encouraged at the increased interest in alumni gatherings.
Mark your calendar for Reunion on Friday and Saturday, May 20 and 21, 2022. As of now, all events are
being planned in-person and we will also welcome back the Classes of 70, 71 and 72 for a combined
50th anniversary celebration as the pandemic limited previous celebrations. I am pleased to report that
the following Alumni awards will be presented in 2022 during Reunion.

D I S T I N G U I S H ED

H O N O RA RY M EM B ER S O F

A LU M N U S AWA R D

T H E A LU M N I A S S O C I AT I O N

Philip E. Stieg, PhD, ’80, MD

James Desemone, MD, FACP, CPE
Mandeep S. Sidhu, MD, MBA

EX EM P L A RY

H U M A N I TA R I A N
AWA R D

Alan B. Ashare, MD ’65

A LU M N U S AWA R D

Kathleen M. Kelly, MD ’82 and
Arnold M. Rosen, MD ’82

Congratulations to those being recognized and we look forward to celebrating with them in May.
Thanks for your continued interest and support of Albany Medical College.
Sincerely,

David M. Jones, MD ’97

President
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DEAN’S MESSAGE

W H E N I G R A D U AT E D F R O M A L B A N Y M E D I C A L C O L L E G E I N 1 9 8 4

and began my residency at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, I was confident
my professional career would be dedicated to emergency medicine. Life has a way of altering
our intentions — often through new opportunities and sometimes, just pure luck. I am sure
alumni have had similar experiences.
I did not enter this medical school with the intention of becoming its future dean. It was the
farthest thing from my mind. Here I am, after 20 years as Dean, grateful to have served and
sending you my regards as I transition to retirement. As it turns out, my emergency room
training was relevant for this role. I had to do a lot of multi-tasking, respond quickly to a
crisis, encourage collaborative teamwork, and be a decisive leader.
I am so proud of what has been accomplished at Albany Medical College under my leadership,
but our success is the result of the hard work of many who were committed to the mission of
the College — faculty, students, administrators, staff, and you, our alumni.
I am so appreciative of alumni and your belief in the ongoing mission of the College.
Your generosity has grown over the past 20 years, and I appreciate your confidence in
our efforts. There will always be challenges, and for that reason, I encourage all alumni to
stay engaged with the College. There are many valuable roles for you, and the alumni
network is important to both alumni and our students.
Albany Medical College has a bright future, and I look forward to serving as Dean Emeritus
to assist new leadership during this transition.
Wishing you much good health and happiness in the year ahead.
Best Wishes,

Vincent P. Verdile, MD ’84

The Lynne and Mark Groban, MD ’67 Distinguished Dean
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SPECIAL FEATURE

“Dean Verdile is the heart of Albany Medical College. Not only does he encourage students to take care of their
patients, he encourages them to care for their patients. He recognizes the emotional needs of both students
and patients. His sincere interest and support of his faculty can never be underestimated. I have always
encouraged students to meet and talk with the Dean so that they can experience the thoughtful compassion
that comes with being an outstanding physician. Both Lynne and I have been struck many times over by
the Dean’s kindness and interest in others. When it came time to endow the Deanship, it was just a natural
thing to do. We didn’t have to think more than a few seconds about doing it. He has meant so much to
the College and has led it so successfully that we felt he was due all the positive recognition that he could get.
Without Dean Verdile, Albany Medical College could not be as successful as it has been — as a teaching
institution, a caring institution and wonderful medical college. No one could be Dean as long as he has without
being an outstanding person and Dean Verdile is truly that. He is warm, trusting and treats his faculty and
employees with the utmost respect. For everyone at Albany Medical College, he has truly become a living legend.”

Mark D. Groban, MD ’67

N VERDILE:
A LEGACY RICH IN SIGNIFICANT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Lou-Ann and Vincent Verdile, MD in
his 1984 yearbook photo.

Dr. Verdile with Lynne and Mark D. Groban, MD ‘67,
generous donors who endowed the first deanship in
the history of the College.

Vincent P. Verdile, MD ’84 is the second-longest tenured dean of an American
medical college and is preparing for retirement on December 31, 2021—a retirement
that will include staying on as dean emeritus to play a significant role in coaching
and mentoring his successor and in providing strategy and leadership for an
upcoming capital campaign.
He will be remembered for elevating medical education and training, biomedical
research and clinical care in the Capital Region.
A native of Troy, New York, Dean Verdile received his undergraduate degree
from Union College and his medical degree in 1984 from Albany Medical College.
He completed his residency training in Emergency Medicine at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine.
Dr. Verdile began his career at Albany Medical Center in 1993 as vice chair of the
Department of Emergency Medicine, rising quickly to become chair and head of
the hospital’s Emergency Department, typically one of the busiest in the state.
In 2001 he was named the 17th dean of the College, one of the first emergency
medicine physicians in the U.S. to hold a college deanship. In 2016, in addition
to dean, he was named Albany Med senior executive vice president for system
care delivery to improve clinical integration, quality of care and patient access.
We talked with Dr. Verdile about his pathway through his medical and academic
leadership career.

8
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“For me, a fellow ED doctor, Vince’s retirement is bittersweet. He has worked long, smart, and
hard to bring our Medical College to where it is today; his retirement is well deserved. But I now
contemplate a time when he will not be nearby every day. He hired me 21 years ago; he serves
on my Cabinet; he was my mentor. And I can say, unequivocally, that he was the single best Emergency
Medicine physician I was ever taught by. I am deeply grateful for the professional—and personal—
time he shared with me. Because of him, I have stayed at Albany Med for my whole career—
to learn from him, to work alongside of him. He has helped attract scores of leading physicians
to the Medical Center, competing successfully with hospitals in major metropolitan areas.”

Dennis P. McKenna, MD, ’92, Albany Med President and CEO

Albany Med pivoted quickly in 2020 at the start of the pandemic. The Dean is joined in the Incident
Command Center with Ferdinand Venditti, Jr., MD, Executive Vice President for System Care Delivery
and Hospital General Director (Hon. ‘15), and President and CEO Dennis McKenna, MD ‘92.
W I N TE R 2 02 2
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Dr. Verdile’s background inspired Dennis Nmecha, MD ’20
who is an emergency medicine resident physician at
Strong Memorial Hospital. The Dean and Dr. Nmecha
connected at a 2021 Rochester regional alumni event.

The College’s 175th year anniversary in 2014 prompted a
celebration photo with the Dean and students.

What made you decide to be a doctor?

was named the institution’s first chief officer for
health equity, diversity and inclusion, and I recently
recruited KMarie King, MD, as chair of Surgery
at Albany Med. At the time of hire, she was the
first Black woman to chair a Department of Surgery
at an academic health sciences center in the
United States.

My older brother was a physician and he encouraged
me to volunteer and then work as an orderly in a
Troy hospital. Once exposed to health care and
the medical profession, I was determined to become
a physician.

Had you ever thought about being
a Dean?
Never! I was very happy as the chair of the
emergency department.

How has your medical training
benefitted your role as Dean?
Being in the emergency department is great
training for a dean. Both jobs involve juggling many
balls and being decisive. We have had some very
difficult challenges over the past 20 years, and I
have focused on finding ways to turn adversity
into opportunities.
As chair of Emergency Medicine in the 1990s,
I remember looking at my colleagues, the other
department chairs, and thought, “we’re all old
white guys.” I wanted to change that and feel I have
been successful in diversifying academic leadership
at Albany Med. I have recruited 22 new chairs in
more than 20 years to include women and people
of color. Last year, Angela Antonikowski, PhD,

10
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What do you see as challenges for
medical education in the future?
Some factors are beyond our control and the
pandemic is a good example, although our
organization pivoted quickly last year and our
students, comfortable with asynchronous learning,
adapted well.
Academic scholarships have been a priority as
student debt has been a challenge. During my
tenure, we have grown scholarship funds from
$1 million in 2001 to more than $33 million.
Today, there are 154 endowed scholarship funds,
an increase of more than 100 since I started in
this role, but there remains a need for additional
student support.
Funding to recruit and retain high caliber faculty
will continue to test future academic leaders.
There is a shortage of physicians forecasted which
will disproportionately hurt poorer and at-risk
communities and increase the difficult reality of

alumni.amc.edu
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“I have had the great privilege of working in many different ways with Dean Verdile during his
long tenure — including pinch hitting as an Albany Medical College commencement speaker when the
scheduled one had to cancel at the last minute. To me, he will always be the model of the perfect
AMC dean: homegrown but widely connected in the medical academic world; deeply devoted
to AMC’s history and teaching mission; always available to students and alums; calm and
compassionate in the management of faculty and staff — and the occasionally unruly student.
For all these reasons, I am personally very sad to see Vince leave the office he has so creatively
reshaped. But professionally, I say, a job magnificently done, and a retirement very well deserved.”

G. Timothy Johnson, MD ’69

A tradition established during Dr. Verdile’s tenure was a
commissioning ceremony held during commencement
to recognize medical student graduates, who as
commissioned officers, will enter on active service in
a military residency.

Susan Apicelli, Albert Apicelli, MD ‘65, Vincent Verdile, MD ‘84,
Janet Gargiulo, MD ‘79, G. Timothy Johnson, MD ‘69,
Lou-Ann Verdile, and Jeffrey Wisnicki, MD ‘80 at a 2015
alumni gathering in Florida.

“As we say goodbye to Dean Verdile in his much-deserved retirement, it is worth stopping to reflect
on his brilliant career at Albany Med. First, as chair of the Emergency Department, and then as one of the
best Deans in Albany Medical College history. Dr. Verdile has led in the transformation of Albany
Medical College through exceptional leadership, dedication and devotion to his alma mater.
His fundraising efforts on behalf of the College are unparalleled and speak to the institution’s financial
stability for years to come. Through proactive mentoring and aggressive recruiting, he has
transformed the diversity of the faculty, which has greatly improved at all levels of leadership
within the organization. His interpersonal skills are second to none. What you see in Dr. Verdile is what
you get—the very best in every respect. He has worked tirelessly to mold and transform our medical
student curriculum. The quality of students at the Medical College is a direct reflection of
his superb guidance and supervision. And he knows all our students. His leadership across the full
spectrum of responsibilities is flawless. His dedication to excellence is an example for the entire
community and his transition will leave a large gap to be filled. I wish the very best for him in retirement.”

Kevin C. Kiley, MD, MG (Ret) FACOG, Hon. ’14
Professor Emeritus and former chair, Department of OBGYN

W I N TE R 2 02 2
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Dr. Verdile celebrating the Bono Family Endowed
Scholarship, established in 2018 by Meg and
James Bono, MD ‘87, center, in honor of Dr. Bono’s
father, Rudolph Bono, MD, ‘54, a classmate with
David Beck, MD, ‘54, pictured at right.

The Dean has remained connected with alumni and
is pictured here visiting David Falk, MD ‘43, at age
103, in 2017. Dr. Falk was one of the most generous
donors in the history of the College.

provider burnout. There are limitations as to how
many students we can train, and the lack of available
residency positions will negatively impact training.

Advanced surgical procedures using 3-D printers,
connected monitoring devices and new classes
of drugs and treatments are all part of the future of
health care.

Teaching students about the significance of meeting
the true needs of patients will continue to be
important as well as teaching them about the
significance of effective communication and
collaboration with the entire medical team.

What has changed in medicine?
During my tenure, the Patient Safety and Clinical
Competency Center was created. It is one of the
largest and most sophisticated simulation facilities
in the nation where students and professionals
practice their skills and demonstrate competency
before encountering live patients.
Technology has evolved rapidly in medicine with
the use of electronic medical records impacting data
collection, records review, and the ability to retrieve
patient information quickly and evaluate trends
in a patient’s health history over time.
Telehealth greatly expanded during the pandemic,
mostly due to regulatory waivers. Telehealth is
another bridge to care, especially for those in
underserved areas. Patients are more accepting of
it now and medical practices have invested in the
technology. It will be part of medicine’s future as we
explore ways to deliver better outcomes and care
that is more accessible and affordable.

12
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We heard you once connected a
student to the College from a
restaurant experience.
My wife and I were dining out in Boston and our
server shared that she would be heading to a second
job when her shift ended—a patient care associate
in the ED at a nearby hospital. She told us it was her
dream to become a doctor. I encouraged this
young woman to apply to Albany Med and, based
on her academic merits, she was accepted.
Four years later in 2016, Liane MacAuliffe, MD
graduated from Albany Medical College, and was
the recipient of the Lamb Foundation Prize for the
medical student who most nearly approached the
ideal in physician-patient relationships. She received
additional recognition for excellence in demonstrating dedication to teaching, outstanding clinical
skills, insight into learning styles, and for epitomizing
professionalism in medicine. She was commissioned
into the U.S. Navy and awarded a full scholarship
for a residency at the Naval Medical Center in
San Diego. Today, Dr. MacAuliffe practices internal
medicine in North Carolina.

alumni.amc.edu
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“Dean Verdile is leaving an amazing legacy to Albany Medical College. He has inspired so many
of us to support the endowment—which he grew considerably during his tenure—as well as the
many advancements he made in the College, especially those promoting diversity and inclusion.
My personal gratitude, and I am sure I share this with countless others, is for the many
times Dean Verdile has helped to find proper medical care and facilitate timely appointments
for family and friends requiring special care. There are no words to sufficiently express my
appreciation for the very generous giving of his time, resolute kindness, and concern.”

Janet E. Gargiulo, MD ’79, Past President, Albany Medical College Alumni Association

The Dean connected local high school student scholars with the 2018
Albany Prize recipients, two of whom were later awarded the Nobel Prize.

AMC.AlumniBulletin.Winter2022.indd 13
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Dean Verdile, center with Henry Pohl, MD, Hon.’01,
executive associate dean, left, and Ellen Cosgrove,
MD, vice dean for Academic Administration and
Julio Sosa, MD, Chair of the Department of Medical
Education, in 2019.

The Dean celebrates with his 1984 classmates
at the 2019 Reunion dinner dance.

Under your leadership, the College
endowment nearly tripled. How did
you advance philanthropy?

You have been chairing the Albany
Prize since its inception in 2001.
How did that come about?

THE ALUMNI

Alumni are grateful and they have been generous.
Making the connection between the needs of
the College and the priorities of our alumni and
community donors has evolved through the work
of many. The endowment grew from $43.5 million
in 2001 to nearly $125 million last year. Today there
are more endowed chairs and professorships than
ever before in our 182-year history.

The Albany Medical Center Prize in Medicine and
Biomedical Research was made possible through
a generous donor, Marty Silverman, to honor
scientists whose work has translated from the
“bench to bedside,” resulting in better patient
outcomes. The $50 million gift from the Marty
and Dorothy Silverman Foundation to Albany Med
provides for the Prize to be awarded annually
for 100 years, $500,000 annually. Chairing the
Albany Prize national committee has been an honor
and we are proud of its success. Its recipients have
included Anthony Fauci, MD, director of the U.S.
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
and chief medical advisor to President Joe Biden
(2002); Robert S. Langer, MD, co-founder and
director of Moderna (2005); Eric Lander, PhD,
science advisor to President Biden (2010); and
Francis Collins, MD, former director of the National
Institutes of Health (2010), as well as 10 researchers
who have gone on to win the Nobel Prize.

GRATITUDE

In 2014 Mark Groban, MD ’67 and his wife, Lynne,
contributed generously to the College to name the
endowed deanship, a first in the history of the
College. Dr. Groban had been the recipient of
support in his past and was committed to giving
back to Albany Med in a significant way. Their
confidence and respect and their friendship has
been a highlight of my role as dean.
I hold a professorship in emergency medicine
which has helped recruit leading physicians to
the Medical Center, and in 1999, my wife and
I created Light Up the Night, an event which has
raised more than $4.1 million to benefit the Albany
Med Emergency Department.
Despite these achievements, additional philanthropic
support and alumni participation will be integral to
our success. We need to continue advancing the
culture of giving with the understanding that our
donors span several generations and have different
expectations and giving interests.

14
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ASSOCIATION
EX TENDS ITS

Our warmest thanks to

Lou-Ann Verdile for being
such a wonderful

ambassador for Albany

Medical College during
Dean Verdile’s tenure.
Lou-Ann’s outgoing

personality and genuine
warmth at our reunion
and regional events

were truly appreciated

by so many of our alumni
and guests.

What advice will you give to the
next Dean?
I will advise the next Dean to stay focused on
balancing the missions of patient care, research
and education and to spend as much time as
possible with our students.

alumni.amc.edu
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“Dr. Verdile is a charismatic leader who understands Albany Medical College on a level
that few others are capable of. He has a gift for assessing how proposed changes
or projects will fit into the larger picture. As an associate dean, I found working with
Dr. Verdile a wonderful experience. He was straightforward in his interactions
and made it easy to collaborate with him. He gives those that work for him the
latitude to be creative and to innovate. On a personal level, Dr. Verdile has a kind
word for everyone, always shared with a smile. He will be missed greatly!”

Ingrid M. Allard, MD, MSEd, Hon. ’17, Associate Dean, Community Outreach and Medical Education

“Dr. Verdile is not only a world-renowned doctor and mentor, but he is genuinely an incredible person.
The academic stature of Albany Medical Center is a testament to Vince’s ability to attract and retain
amazing faculty in addition to keeping so many of the alumni engaged. Every time I, or my family, saw
Vince, he was warm and welcoming and always remembered small details. He is always willing to help
alumni and he answers every call or email within hours and many times within minutes. I not only
consider Vince a colleague and mentor but also a friend, which is how he makes each person feel. Despite
his role at Albany Med and his national stature, I still see Vince as a warm, caring, huggable human being.”

Melissa Leber, MD ’09

“When I first met Dean Verdile on my second day of medical school, I never imagined how
impactful his presence would be on our campus. Throughout my three-plus years at Albany Med,
Dean Verdile continuously worked alongside me and other student leaders as we built a stronger,
more supportive, more inclusive AMC community. Dean Verdile has been an incredible asset to this
college and to its students. We are so thankful for his leadership and support in all we do.”

Danielle A. Ruediger, Student Council President, Albany Medical College Class of 2022

“In the arena of academics, the heart and soul of the College, Dr. Verdile not only
understood educational imperatives, but he championed them. He took a student-centered
approach to management, and he advocated for student and faculty success.
I worked with the five previous deans and Vince is the whole package. He helped ensure
all academic programs were thriving and that there were resources for research.”

Henry S. Pohl, MD, Hon. ’01, Former vice dean for

academic administration and executive associate dean for special projects

W I N TE R 2 02 2
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ALAN S. BOULOS, MD ’94
NAMED INTERIM DEAN
OF ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE

SAVE
THE
DATE
Alan S. Boulos, MD, a 1994 graduate of Albany Medical College, has been
named interim dean of the College, effective Jan. 1, 2022. Dr. Boulos
is chair of the Department of Neurosurgery, the Herman and Sunny Stall
Chair of Endovascular Surgery, founding director of endovascular
neurosurgery, and professor of neurosurgery and radiology at Albany
Med. “Dr. Boulos understands our history, culture, and unique position
as an academic medical center, and is keenly aware of the latest
advancements in medicine and medical education,” said Dennis P. McKenna,
MD ’92, president and CEO of Albany Med. “I look forward to working more
closely with him as he advances our college’s educational missions.”
Dr. Boulos performs some of the most advanced neurosurgical and
minimally invasive procedures available, including complex skull-base
surgery for brain tumors.
It was during Dr. Boulos’s oversight that the former Division of
Neurosurgery at Albany Med was granted departmental status in
recognition of its continued growth and the strength of its clinical,
academic and research pursuits.
Dr. Boulos completed his neurosurgery residency at Albany Medical
Center Hospital before completing a fellowship in neuroendovascular
surgery at Millard Fillmore Hospital in Buffalo. He is the author of
numerous publications and is a member of several professional
societies, including the American College of Surgeons, the American
Heart Association, the American Association of Neurological Surgeons,
the Congress of Neurological Surgeons, the Cerebrovascular Section
of the AANS and CNS, and the Society of Neurointerventional Surgery.
Dr. Boulos currently serves as the Alpha Omega Alpha Chapter
Councilor of Albany Medical College, president of the Medical Staff
of Albany Medical Center, and president of the American Heart
Association Capital Region Board of Directors.
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For Albany
Medical College
Reunion 2022
Friday, May 20 – Saturday, May 21
Celebrating classes ending in 2 and 7
(and milestone reunion classes—
1970, 1971, 1972 and 1996)

H O T E L I N F O R M AT I O N

Hilton Garden Inn Albany Medical Center
Phone: 518-396-3500
62 New Scotland Avenue
Albany, NY 12208
HOTEL GROUP NAME

AMC Reunion
Group Code: AMC22
Room rate: $119 (single/double)
per night/per room
F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N

amcalumni@amc.edu
518-262-5033
Invitations and Reunion
programming updates to follow.

REUNION

2 22
1/17/22 3:56 PM

REUNION

2 22
Giving Program

Please Join Us for Reunion Weekend
F R IDAY & S AT UR DAY, M AY 2 0 -21, 2 022
C E L E BR AT IN G T HE C L A SSE S OF: 1 95 7, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 201 2 , & 2 01 7

Our Reunion Class Volunteers (with graduating years ending in 2 and 7) are working with great enthusiasm to encourage
participation during Reunion weekend and to support the Reunion Giving Program. The Reunion Giving Program promotes
class connections and alumni involvement providing much-needed unrestricted and scholarship support for the College.

We are most grateful to the following
alumni for their leadership—fostering
connections among classmates and
advancing Albany Medical College’s
important philanthropic mission—
during their Reunion year.

CLASS
YEAR

FUNDRAISING
PROJECT

1957	Class of 1957 Alumni

Endowed Scholarship Fund

1962
1967

Class of 1962
Paul E. Phillips, MD ’62

1977

Class of 1967
Matthew A. Farina, MD ’67
A. John Popp, MD ’67, FACS, DHL

1982	Class of 1982 Alumni

Class of 1972
Randall S. Krakauer, MD ’72, FACP
Laurel S. Lipshutz, MD ’72
Stephen T. Sinatra, MD ’72, FACC
Barry S. Yoss, MD ’72
Class of 1977
Kevin W. Roberts, MD ’77
Class of 1982
Mitchell H. Bamberger, MD ’82, MBA
Robert J. Hedderman, MD ’82
Patrick G. O’Connor, MD ’82, MPH
Arnold M. Rosen, MD ’82
Evan Vosburgh, MD ’82
Class of 1987
Donna M. Bhisitkul, MD ’87
Ursula A. Matulonis, MD ’87
Debra S. Poskanzer, MD ’87
W. Terence Reilly, MD ’87
Class of 1992
Dennis P. McKenna, MD ’92
Class of 1997
Nimish S. Dharia, MD ’97
Timothy F. Goggins, MD ’97
David M. Jones, MD ’97

1972

FUNDRAISING
PROJECT

1987

Alumni Annual Fund

1992

Roger L. Miller Class of 1962
Memorial Scholarship

Class of 1957
John J. Condemi, MD ’57
Robert C. Rosan, MD ’57

CLASS
YEAR

Class of 1992 Alumni
Endowed Scholarship

1997	Class of 1997

Alumni Annual Fund

Endowed Scholarship

Alumni Annual Fund

2002

Class of 1977 Alumni
Endowed Scholarship

2007
2012

Alumni
Annual Fund

2017

Endowed Scholarship

How to Make Your Reunion Gift
Make a Gift to Your Class Initiative:
alumni.amc.edu/Reunion_Giving
If you prefer to make your gift by check,
please make your check payable to
Albany Medical College and mail to:
Albany Medical Center Foundation
43 New Scotland Avenue
MC-119
Albany, NY 12208-3478

Get Involved:

To learn more about planning your reunion

weekend and/or assisting with fundraising efforts,
please contact: amcalumni@amc.edu.
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ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE DEANS:

A BRIEF
HISTORY
Jessica Watson, MSIS, Archivist

Jeffrey D. Hubbard, M.D. ’68, Historian

As a leadership position, the title of dean (L., decanus)
was used first in the 13th century and was religious
in nature, to describe the head of a group in a church.
Many schools and colleges emerged from religious
establishments and eventually adopted the title of dean.
Following the incorporation of Albany Medical College, a meeting of the
faculty was held on February 23, 1839. The position of the President of the
Faculty was determined through a ballot election. Dr. March received six
votes and was declared, “duly elected President of the Faculty.”
That title continued until 1876 when the College replaced the title
President with Dean.
The duties of Dean evolved, as did the College. At its foundation, the
faculty numbered eight, medical students 13, and the single academic term
was four months. Clinical instruction was in “clinics:” faculty members
presented and/or operated on their own patients and students observed.
How different from Dean Verdile’s responsibilities (2021 figures): faculty
1,917, medical students 575, graduate students 264, academic term 36 months
(over four years.)
The deanship faced conflict and discord before and during the College’s
existence. Strife began nine years before the College’s foundation, with
Alden March’s 1830 public address proposing a medical school in Albany.
The local profession feared the resulting competition from graduates, in the city
of about 34,000. Town-gown disagreements, often centered on the competition
issues but exacerbated by some business practices, continue to this day.

Alden March, M.D., the first Dean
to lead Albany Medical College

18
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Internal strife smoldered on, occasionally bursting into flame. In 1914, about
half the College’s graduating doctors failed the New York State qualifying
examination. Faculty and trustee mutual distrust, of some decades’ standing,
blew up and in 1915, Dean Tucker resigned. Thomas Ordway, M.D.,
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ALBANY MEDICAL
COLLEGE DEANS:
A TIMELINE
1839-1869
Alden March, M.D. (Brown)
1869-1874
James McNaughton, M.D. (Edinburgh)
1874-1875
James H. Armsby, M.D.
(Vermont Academy of Medicine)
1875-1896
Thomas Hun, M.D. (University of Pennsylvania)
1896-1904
Albert Vander Veer, M.D.
(Columbia College Hospital, Washington, D.C.)

The Lancaster School Building housed Albany Medical College for its first
eight deans between 1839 and 1926.

who had been Director of Bender Hygienic Laboratory and Professor of
Pathology & Bacteriology, 1909-1912, came back from Harvard and became
the eighth Dean, in unenviable circumstances.
Dean Ordway led the College through two decades, including planning the
new building on New Scotland Avenue, adjacent to Albany Hospital, and
occupying it in 1928. But the smoldering continued, and in 1937 the Executive
Faculty voted to reduce the mandatory retirement age for faculty to 63, which
resulted in the sudden removal of Dean Ordway, Chief of Surgery Elting,
and Chief of Obstetrics and Gynecology Sampson.
Robert S. Cunningham, M.D., Ph.D., had been Professor of Anatomy for a
few months when he was asked to assume the deanship in 1937. Among many
other things, the College was on probation for accreditation by the American
Medical Association. One can only admire Doctor Cunningham’s courage and
confidence in accepting. His 14-year successful reign, most of it including duties
as Executive Administrator of Albany Hospital, justifies his confidence, and that
of the trustees in appointing him.
Beginning in Dean Wiggers’s 1953-1974 tenure, medical practice, with its
significant problems and more significant income, increasingly occupied the
Deans, which continues today.
Dean Verdile’s long service, during which the College has grown at an
unprecedented rate, has been peaceful and successful, absolutely and in
comparison to the preceding century. We thank him and wish the same for
the 18th Dean.

1905-1914
Samuel Baldwin Ward, M.D.
(Georgetown University)
1914-1915
Willis Gaylord Tucker, M.D.
(Albany, Class of 1870)
1915-1937
Thomas Ordway, M.D. (Harvard)
1937-1951
Robert Sidney Cunningham, M.D., Ph.D.
(Johns Hopkins)
1951-1953
James A. Campbell, M.D. (Harvard)
1953-1974
Harold C. Wiggers, Ph.D. (Western Reserve)
1974-1979
Stuart Bondurant, M.D. (Duke)
1979-1988
Robert L. Friedlander, M.D. (Wayne State)
1989-1990
Nancy E. Gary, M.D.
(Woman’s Medical College, Philadelphia)
1990-1995
Anthony P. Tartaglia, M.D. (Rochester)
1996-2000
James Mandell, M.D. (Florida)
2001-2021
Vincent P. Verdile, M.D. (Albany, Class of 1984)
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SPOTLIGHT:

Tyler Robinson, MD

OUTSTANDING
RESIDENT
GOLDEN APPLE
RECIPIENT

The Alumni Association spoke with Tyler Robinson, MD
about receiving the Outstanding Resident Golden Apple Award
from the Albany Medical College Class of 2021.
Congratulations on receiving the
Outstanding Resident Golden Apple Award
from the Class of 2021. What was your
response when you heard the news?
I was very surprised and humbled to learn I had received
such a prestigious award. All along I thought I was just
doing my job, but it was nice to be recognized. The
award should be shared by many of my colleagues,
who are all such excellent teachers.

As a General Surgery resident, what are
your clinical interests? How has your
experience been at Albany Med?
I have a wide range of clinical interests and love of
all general surgery, but I will be specializing in minimally
invasive surgery. I am very interested in global surgery
and humanitarian relief and will work to improve access
to care by addressing social barriers. I’ve had a great
experience at Albany Med, which has a tremendous
clinical volume with high acuity, and with high quality
clinical and ancillary staff. Our residency program is very
friendly and supportive, which is so important when
we work as hard as we do.

20
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Tell us about your connections with
medical students?
I’ve always loved working with the medical students
at Albany Med. They are inquisitive, eager, capable,
and compassionate. They love to learn, are happy to
be put into new and potentially stressful situations
and always seem to act with grace and poise. And they
are usually interesting and inspirational people out of
the hospital, too.

What are your future plans?
I will be starting a minimally invasive and robotic surgery
fellowship at Oregon Health & Science University in
Portland, Ore. I’m hoping to get a general surgery staff
position on the West Coast in a university-affiliated
hospital, and I hope to make international work a part of
my annual clinical schedule.

The late Kate and Robert D. Wickham, MD ’52 generously established
the Golden Apple Award to honor the College’s commitment to excellence
in teaching. The award, stewarded by the Alumni Association, allows
graduating medical students the opportunity to recognize the outstanding
educators they encountered during their time at the College.
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COLLEGE NEWS
& EVENTS
Julie G. Pilitsis, MD ’98, PhD, Named
Dean of the Schmidt College of Medicine
Julie G. Pilitsis, MD, ’98, PhD,

will lend her expertise in medical
education, research and academic
development as the new dean of
the Charles E. Schmidt College
of Medicine at Florida Atlantic
University in Boca Raton, Fla.,
effective February 2022. She is
the first woman graduate of
Albany Medical College to serve
as a college dean.

In June, a multidisciplinary
team representing three
Albany Med pediatric
practices, led by Danielle
Wales, MD ’10, assistant
professor of Pediatrics, was
selected as a Phase 1 winner
in the Promoting Pediatric
Primary Prevention (P4)
Challenge by the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services’ Health
Resources & Services
Administration. Albany Med
was recognized for its efforts
to improve local childhood
immunization rates in primary
care settings, the only
health care organization in
upstate New York to earn
the distinction.

Dr. Pilitsis began her medical
training at Albany Medical College
and completed her neurosurgery
residency at Wayne State University
in Detroit. During that time,
she also obtained a PhD in
neurophysiology and became
active in both basic science and
translational research. She completed a fellowship in Functional
Neurosurgery at Rush University
Medical Center in Chicago.
Dr. Pilitsis co-founded the Junior
Faculty Development Program
( JFDP) at Albany Med, which
assists in the academic development
of faculty and supports professional
and leadership development
activities. To date, 70 faculty have
completed the program with
70 percent female graduates,
and in some classes as many as
20 percent of the graduates
self-identify as historically
underrepresented in medicine.

Albany Med
Recognized
Nationally for
Efforts to Improve
Childhood
Immunization Rates

She will be the second Albany
Med graduate serving as a medical
college dean in the state of Florida.
She joins John. P. Fogarty,
MD ’75 who is Dean of the
Florida State University College
of Medicine.

The team, in cooperation
with the University at Albany
School of Public Health,
examined declining
immunization rates during
the Covid-19 pandemic and
proposed ways to improve
patient access and encourage
well-child visits.
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COLLEGE NEWS
& EVENTS

Edward Alexson, MD ’70
Establishes One of Albany
Medical College’s Most
Generous Scholarship Funds
“My experience at Albany Medical College called me
to a fulfilling and purposeful career treating cancer
patients. In gratitude, I have supported the college for
many years,” says Edward Alexson, MD ’70.
Edward Alexson, MD ’70 and his wife, Ellen.

After 50 years in private
practice in southern California,
Dr. Alexson and his wife, Ellen,
spend their time now with
grandchildren, exploring their
many hobbies and traveling the
world. In fact, there is nothing
more important to them than the
people in their lives. Now fully
retired from practice and their
careers, they enjoy each day —
it’s a new chapter in what he
describes as an “incredible life.”
Though his practice was treating
people who were battling some
of the most challenging medical
diagnoses, he felt his purpose was
to ensure they received the best
care possible — with compassion
and without suffering.
Providing that care was made
possible by his Albany Medical
College education and training.
Inspired to the specialty by former
Albany Medical College Dean,
Dr. Anthony Tartaglia, Hon.’91,
Dr. Alexson felt the clinical
skills he learned while in
medical school served him well

22
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throughout his career. Even as the
practice of medicine evolved to
include many types of treatments
through innovation and
technology, what he believes is
most important are the skills
to examine and communicate
with patients and to develop
the clinical reasoning needed
to understand how best to treat
them. Developing this foundation
for a successful career in medicine
has been, and continues to be, at
the core of an Albany Medical
College training.
“It is all about the foundations
— the basics — of medicine that
you build a fulfilling career as a
successful doctor. That is what you
get at Albany Medical College.
You get excellent clinical training.
I wanted to be sure it was
encouraged and rewarded.”
In late 2021, Dr. Alexson
established one of the most
generous scholarship funds for
Albany Medical College students
that achieves his intent of
fostering and encouraging

students to excel at clinical
skills, patient communication,
and clinical reasoning.
With an outright gift of $1.25
million, The Edward R.
Alexson MD ’70 and Ellen
Alexson Scholarship will provide
a nearly full-tuition scholarship
to be awarded to a student who
excels in clinical competencies
and reasoning.
“We have never received a gift
which supports our students
and inspires them to exceed in
clinical skills in this way. It’s been
my pleasure to know Dr. Alexson
and Ellie throughout my tenure
as Dean. This is an extraordinary
gift,” shared Dean Vincent
Verdile. Developing the skills
and competencies in clinical
training, patient communication,
and clinical reasoning have
been central to curricular
enhancements and investments
made during the Dean’s 20+
years of leadership.
Philanthropy is not new for Dr.
Alexson. “Expressing gratitude in

this way is just another level of
a fulfilled life,” is what he shared
when establishing this scholarship
fund while also reflecting on the
many gifts he’s made to Albany
Med through the years. These
gifts — including the Anthony
Tartaglia Scholarship Fund
established in 2000, and in 2020
creating the Michael Fischetti
MD ’70 Professorship in Service
Learning, made on the occasion
of his 50th Reunion in memory
of one of his best friends from
medical school who passed
away in 2019.
“Giving back is an honor and
makes me feel wonderful. This
is just the beginning. There
is so much more I hope to do
in the future.”
In 2020, Dr. Alexson was
recognized for his outstanding
generosity with the Alumni
Association Exemplary
Alumni Support Award for
his philanthropic support of
Albany Medical College.
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Dr. Rebecca Stetzer
Appointed
Assistant Dean for
Competency Based
Assessment

NEW CHAIR OF SURGERY
“ T H R O U G H O U T H E R D I S T I N G U I S H E D C A R E E R , D R . K I N G H A S P O S I T I O N E D H E R S E LF
A S A P R OV E N LE A D E R I N A LL A R E A S O F AC A D E M I C M E D I C I N E , I N C L U D I N G PAT I E N T
C A R E , M E D I C A L E D U C AT I O N , A N D C LI N I C A L R E S E A R C H . ” —Dean Vincent Verdile, MD ’84

In September, KMarie King, MD, MS, MBA, FACS was named chair of the Albany Med
Department of Surgery and Chief of Surgery. She is the first Black female chair of surgery at
an academic health science center in the United States.
A fellowship-trained hepatobiliary and pancreas surgeon, Dr. King was professor of surgery at
Morehouse School of Medicine and chief of surgery and medical director for surgical quality at
Grady Memorial Hospital (GMH), a 960-bed hospital and Level 1 trauma center in Atlanta.
She has been recognized for her commitment to quality and is the surgeon champion for GMH’s
National Surgical Quality Improvement Program.

“Throughout her distinguished career, Dr. King has positioned herself as a proven leader in all
areas of academic medicine, including patient care, medical education, and clinical research,”
said Dean Vincent Verdile, MD ’84. “Her breadth of experience, strong clinical skills, and
business acumen, along with her commitment to quality, will serve her well as she leads and
advances Albany Med’s surgical services.”

In June, Rebecca Stetzer,
MD, was appointed assistant
dean for Competency
Based Assessment at
Albany Medical College
and joined Albany Med as
a geriatrician in the
Department of Medicine.
She is an associate professor
in the Department of
Family and Community
Medicine and part of the
faculty for the Geriatric
Fellowship program.
In addition, in the newly
created role of assistant
dean for Competency
Based Assessment,
Dr. Stetzer will oversee
development of students’
clinical competency at
Albany Medical College
by working one-on-one
with students to help
them strengthen their
clinical skills.

Dr. King completed her fellowship training at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., where she also earned
a master’s degree in biomedical science. She completed her residency training in general surgery and
a research fellowship in surgery at the University of Pittsburgh and earned her medical degree at
Washington University in St. Louis. Dr. King also holds a Master of Business Management from
Brandeis University. She is a United States Army veteran, having served in Operation Desert Storm.
A prolific researcher, Dr. King has received numerous awards for her research in the areas of liver
and pancreatic cancers and has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed publications and book
chapters. Her professional memberships include the American College of Surgeons, the Board of
Trustees of the Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, and she serves as program chair of
both the Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons and the Society of Black
Academic Surgeons. She is an oral examiner for the American Board of Surgery.
Dr. King replaces Steven Stain, MD, Hon.’21, who served as chair of the department for 15 years.
W I N TE R 2 02 2
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COLLEGE NEWS
& EVENTS

A Long-Awaited
White Coat Welcome
After an unprecedented
year of virtual classes,
interviews and campus tours,
the classes of 2024 and
2025 gathered in person to
don their white coats at
the traditional white coat
ceremony in August.
This year’s incoming class
was drawn from more than
13,000 applicants. The 145
students in the class of 2025
represent 23 states, with 27
percent being New York State
residents. Females make up
62 percent of the class.

Andrew Kwok, Class of 2024,
received the 2021 Visual Arts
Award for Best Painting at the
Family Medicine Education
Consortium conference held
in Pittsburgh, PA in October.
Andrew is a student leader
for the Albany Med Family
Medicine Service Learning
Program “Empowering Arts”
with the Interfaith Partnership
for the Homeless organization
in Albany.

Dr. Alan Sanders ’88
Named Chief
of Infectious Diseases
Alan Sanders, MD ’88 joined Albany Med in July as chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases.

Dr. Sanders has a special interest in surgical-associated infections, the wide array of severe
hospital- and community-acquired infections, and in improving the use of antibiotics to decrease
the potential for antibiotic resistance.
Active in the Capital Region’s medical community for nearly three decades, Dr. Sanders was
instrumental in the regional response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Prior to joining Albany Med,
he was in private practice at Upstate Infectious Diseases Associates and served as chief medical
officer for St. Peter’s Health Partners Acute Care.
Dr. Sanders completed fellowship training in infectious diseases at Louisiana State University
Medical Center in New Orleans. He completed residencies in internal medicine at New England
Deaconess Hospital in Boston and at Albany Med, where he was chief resident.
Dr. Sanders was president of the Albany Medical College Alumni Association from 2010-2012.

Albany Prize Honors Researchers Whose Work
Led to Development of Covid-19 Vaccine
The 2021 Albany Medical Center Prize in Medicine and Biomedical Research,
celebrating its 20th anniversary, was presented to the following recipients at a
special awards ceremony in September:
Barney S. Graham, MD, PhD, Deputy Director, Vaccine Research Center, and
Chief, Viral Pathogenesis Laboratory at the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health
Katalin Karikó, PhD, Senior Vice President, BioNTech RNA Pharmaceuticals,
and Adjunct Professor of Neurosurgery, the Perelman School of Medicine,
University of Pennsylvania
 rew Weissman, MD, PhD, the Roberts Family Professor of Vaccine Research,
D
the Perelman School of Medicine, the University of Pennsylvania
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Dr. Graham’s research investigates optimal immunogen structure to induce potent
neutralizing responses. Dr. Karikó and Dr. Weissman’s research focuses on the
modification of nucleic acids to develop RNA therapeutics and vaccines.
Together, their findings led to the rapid development of potent and safe vaccines
for the Covid-19 pandemic.
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TO ALBANY MED

WELCOME ALUMNI

A B I G A I L B EL A S EN, M D ’1 8

Dr. Belasen joined the Department of Medicine as a hospitalist. She completed
her residency training in internal medicine at Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai in New York City.
I S H A N I N. C H OK S I, M D ’1 5

Dr. Choksi, a pediatric endocrinologist, joined the Department of Pediatrics
and was named assistant professor of Pediatrics at Albany Medical College.
Most recently, she completed her fellowship in pediatric endocrinology at Yale
New Haven Hospital. Dr. Choksi completed her residency in pediatrics at Cohen
Children’s Medical Center in New Hyde Park, NY.
K ATH A RI N E E. H A L L I G AN, M S ’0 8, P H D ’1 0, M D ’1 5

Dr. Halligan, a pediatric hematologist-oncologist, joined the Albany Med
Melodies Center for Childhood Cancer and Blood Disorders at the Bernard
& Millie Duker Children’s Hospital. She completed her fellowship training in
pediatric hematology/oncology at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
Dr. Halligan completed her residency in pediatrics at Albany Med, where she
also earned her doctorate and master’s degree in cardiovascular sciences.
While a student at Albany Med, Dr. Halligan received the 2008 Alumni Association
Graduate Student Award and the 2015 Frank C. Maxon, Jr., MD Award.
ROB ER T R . PAC H ECO, M D ’1 9

Dr. Pacheco joined the Department of Surgery’s Division of Trauma and Critical
Care. He completed residency training at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center.
TI M OTH Y J. PA L M I ERI, M D ’1 4

Dr. Palmieri joined the Department of Emergency Medicine. He completed
fellowship and residency training at North Shore University Hospital in
Manhasset, NY.
J EN N I F ER L . P OL L A RD, M D ’1 7

Dr. Pollard joined the Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology. She completed
residency training in OB/GYN at Stony Brook University Hospital in
Stony Brook, NY.

Dr. Grajny ’04 Named
Medical Director for
the Patient Safety
and Clinical
Competency Center
Annette Grajny, MD ’04
has been named the Medical
Director for the Patient Safety
Clinical Competency Center
(PSCCC), a state-of-the-art
clinical training center at
the College. Dr. Grajny,
an emergency medicine
physician, is succeeding

Mara McErlean, MD,
Hon. ’16 who has directed
the PSCCC since 2011.

Family Medicine
Interest Group
Named a Program
of Excellence
The American Academy of
Family Physicians has
recognized Albany Medical
College’s Family Medicine
Interest Group as a “2021
Program of Excellence.” Albany
Med is one of 15 programs
recognized nationwide, and
it is the College’s fourth time
receiving the award.

VI C TORI A VA RG A-H U ET T N E R, M D ’0 8

Dr. Varga-Huettner joined the Department of Otolaryngology. She completed
residency training at University of Chicago Medical Center in Chicago, IL.
J OS H O. WA L L S H, M D ’1 6

Dr. Wallsh joined the Division of Ophthalmology. He completed a residency
in ophthalmology at Albany Med and a transitional year internship at Bassett
Healthcare in Cooperstown, NY.
W I N TE R 2 02 2
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COLLEGE NEWS
& EVENTS

Teddy Bear Hospital
Day Goes Virtual
Each year, hundreds of
families visit Albany Med
for Teddy Bear Hospital
Day, where Albany Medical
College students “take care”
of children’s dolls, teddy
bears and use hands-on
activities to teach
children about good
health, nutrition, and basic
medical procedures.
When the pandemic
prevented the event from
happening, students
and faculty got creative.
With the assistance of
student-run Healthy
Pictures Productions and
countless staff members
from Albany Med, LifeNet
and Five Quad Ambulance,
students recreated the
beloved event with a series
of videos.
While the goal is to educate
children and make them
more comfortable going
to the doctor or hospital,
students also benefit.
“It is a privilege for us as
medical students to provide
preventative health
education to children
in the Capital Region,”
said Brian Talbot, Class
of 2022.

WELCOME NEW
CRNA ALUMNI
The Albany Medical College Center for Nurse Anesthesiology held
its Commencement on November 18. The Alumni Association proudly
welcomes our new CRNA alumni in the Class of 2021.

Julianna Castaneda
Joseph Chahine, Jr.
Steven Deroche
Rachel diVincenzo
Mathew Gabriel
Emily Gekakis
Nicholas Granato
David Griffin
Paige Kopp

Rachel Kremer
Abigail Kuffour
Eloise Lachance
Thomas Lemay, Jr.
Peter Loscialpo
Keren Rae Manacop
Nathaniel Mehlman
Amber Modafferi
Kyung Moon No

Efua Otoo
Mary Rice
Corey Scofield
Mark Smith
Michael Thamsen
Ashley Van Patten
Samantha Waters
Elizabeth Wellspeak
Nicole Zarach

The Center for Nurse Anesthesiology, established in 1951, has been educating nurse
anesthetists for more than 65 years. Jodi Della Rocca, CRNA, MS ’02, PhD is an associate
professor and the Center’s director.
Giovanna Mahar, CRNA, MS ’09, DNAP, assistant director in the Center for Nurse Anesthesiology
and associate professor, currently serves as a member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.
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The PA Class of 2024 Held its White Coat Ceremony in January.

LANDMARK YEAR
FOR PA PROGRAM
The Center for Physician Assistant Studies at Albany Medical College will celebrate its 50th
year in 2022. Nathan Gardner, DMSc, PA-C ’07, was named director in 2019, and provided
an update about the program to the Alumni Association board at its September meeting.
The program was founded in 1972 as a joint venture between Albany Medical College and
Hudson Valley Community College (HVCC) in Troy, NY. Hudson Valley coordinated didactic
instruction and Albany Med oversaw student rotations. Graduates in the early years received a
certificate from Albany Med and an associate’s degree from HVCC. In compliance with new
accreditation standards for awarding a master’s degree, the program ended its affiliation with
HVCC in 2004 and the first Master of Science degrees (ARC-PA) were granted by Albany
Med in 2006.
According to Dr. Gardner, the PA program has been continuously accredited since its
inception in 1972. The last site visit in 2018 resulted in a 10-year accreditation, the longest
possible duration. He noted that the program team will be sharing information about milestone
year observances with our PA alumni.
Michael Mueller, MS, PA-C ’17, is a member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.
He is a clinical instructor in the Center for Physician Assistant Studies at Albany Med.

Focus of Lecture
is Climate Change
and its Impact
on Health
Student Interest Groups
TREES (Taking Responsibility
for the Earth and Environment) and Wilderness
Medicine Interest Group
hosted a virtual lecture
“The Health Consequences
of Climate Change” with
guest lecturer Dr. Caroline
Wellbery from Georgetown
University. Dr. Wellbery’s
focus is on climate change
and health in medical
education, particularly in
preparing future health
professionals to advance
climate change solutions
through patient education
and advocacy, and
sustainable practices in
the health care sector.

C O L L E G E R E C E I V E S C O M M E N D AT I O N S F R O M
M S C H E D U R I N G A C C R E D I TAT I O N R E V I E W
Preparations at Albany Medical College for its accreditation from the Middle States
Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) began two years ago. The self-study is a
rigorous process which examines every aspect of College operations. Ellen Cosgrove, MD,
Vice Dean for Academic Administration and Julio Sosa, MD, Chair of the Department of
Medical Education, served as accreditation liaison officer. Tara Lindsley, PhD ’90,
Associate Dean for Curriculum at Albany Medical College, and Peter Vincent, PhD ’89,
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, organized more than 100 faculty, staff and students to
gather evidence to meet the standards. A virtual site visit was conducted in October with
the College meeting all standards and receiving multiple commendation for excellence.
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COLLEGE NEWS
& EVENTS

RESEARCH NEWS
Maria F. Ullo, PhD candidate, and Jeremy S. Logue, PhD in the Department of

Regenerative and Cancer Cell Biology, took Honorable Mention in the 2021 Nikon’s Small
World in Motion competition for their digital time-lapse photography taken though a microscope
of fluorescently tagged actin filaments flowing within a blebbing human melanoma cell.
Ellen (Dong-Joo) Cheon, PhD, associate professor in the Department of Regenerative and

Cancer Cell Biology, has received a two-year, $120,261 grant from the Department of Defense
Medical Research Program on Ovarian Cancer in support of research titled, “Targeting Lipid
Droplets for Ovarian Cancer Chemosensitization.”

James Desemone, MD, professor of Medicine; Anusha Agarwal, Class of 2023; and
Caitlyn Coady, MD ’21, co-authored “Patient Perspectives on Televideo in Upstate New York,”

Christine Horigan
to Retire
The Alumni Association
would like to acknowledge
Chris Horigan’s 10 years of
service as associate director
in the Alumni Office.
Chris helped coordinate
the bi-annual publication
of the Alumni Bulletin,
regional events, reunion
programming and student

published as a winning abstract in ACP IMpact, the American College of Physicians’ monthly
newsletter for medical students.
Gabrielle Fredman, PhD, associate professor in the Department of Molecular and Cellular

Physiology, has received a three-year $152,677 diversity supplement from the NIH’s National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute in support of research titled, “Senescence dysregulates
of inflammation-resolution programs in atherosclerosis.” PhD student Masharh Lipscomb
is a collaborator.
Nada Gligorov, PhD has been named director of Graduate Studies for the Alden March

Bioethics Institute (AMBI), succeeding John Kaplan, PhD ’76. Dr. Gligorov was previously
associate director of Graduate Studies. Dr. Kaplan will remain with AMBI as associate director
of Graduate Studies.

initiatives. She was a valuable
member of our team, and
her work was instrumental
to our progress. We wish her
the very best in retirement.

Ariel Jaitovich, MD, associate professor of Medicine and of Molecular and Cellular

Physiology, has received a one-year, $61,776 Covid cost extension grant from the NIH’s
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute in support of research titled, “Mechanisms and
linical relevance of hypercapnia-induced skeletal muscle atrophy in Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD).”
Eric Molho, MD ’87, of the Department of Neurology’s Division of Movement Disorders,

is the subrecipient, from the University of Florida, of a three-year, $105,930 grant from the
NIH’s National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke in support of research titled,
“Web-based Automated Imaging Differentiation of Parkinsonism.”
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Kenneth Norman, PhD, professor in the Department of Regenerative and Cancer Cell Biology,

has received a two-year, $448,249 grant from the NIH’s National Institute on Aging in support
of research titled, “Investigating the Molecular Mechanisms of Mitochondrial Calcium Uptake in
Caenorhabditis elegans.”
Dale Tang, MD, PhD, professor in the Department of Molecular and Cellular Physiology, has

received a four-year, $1,934,512 grant from the NIH’s National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
in support of research titled, “PLK1 Regulation of Airway Smooth Muscle.”
Qi Yang, MD, PhD, associate professor in the Department of Immunology and Microbial

Disease (IMD), has received a five-year $2,889,370 grant from the NIH’s National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute in support of research titled, “Function and regulation of mucosal associated
invariant T cells in the lung.” Collaborators include Dennis Metzger, PhD, professor, and chair
of IMD; M. Asghar Pasha, MD, professor of medicine and pediatrics in the Division of Pediatric
Allergy & Immunology; and Wei Sun, PhD, associate professor in IMD.
Kristen Zuloaga, PhD, associate professor in the Department of Neuroscience and Experimental
Therapeutics, and Kevin Pumiglia, PhD, professor in the Department of Regenerative

and Cancer Cell Biology, are subrecipients, from the Regenerative Research Foundation, of a
five-year, $1,972,353 grant from the NIH’s National Institute on Aging in support of research
titled, “Investigating the Function Impact of AD risk genes on Neuro-Vascular Interactions.”

Dr. Megan Gerber
Named Division Chief
of General
Internal Medicine
In July, Megan Gerber, MD,
MPH, joined Albany Med as
division chief of General
Internal Medicine and vice chair
of the Department of Medicine
for Faculty Development.
She has also been appointed
as an advising dean of
Albany Medical College. Most
recently, she served as medical
director of women’s health at
VA Boston Healthcare System
and was associate professor
at Boston University School
of Medicine. She is the editor
of the text, “Trauma-informed
Healthcare Approaches:
A Guide for Primary Care.”

O T O L A R Y N G O L O G Y P R O G R A M E L E VAT E D T O D E P A R T M E N T S TAT U S
In October, Albany Medical College granted its Division of Otolaryngology to departmental status. “Albany Med’s
otolaryngology program is comprised of world-renowned otolaryngologists who are leading the way in a wide range of
subspecialties,” said Vincent P. Verdile, MD ’84, The Lynne and Mark Groban, MD ’67 Distinguished Dean. “Departmental
status gives the program the recognition it deserves and will enable it to continue to grow its clinical, academic and research pursuits
through the recruitment and retention of world-class otolaryngologists and translational research physicians,” said Dr. Verdile.
Jason Mouzakes, MD ’95 who has served as chief of the Division of Otolaryngology/Head and Neck Surgery, has been

named interim chair of the department.

“We are incredibly proud of this milestone achievement,” Dr. Mouzakes said. “On behalf of our entire department, I thank our
senior management team and Board of Trustees for their support, and for helping to shape our vision and expand our faculty.”
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P I LLA RS P ROFI LE

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:

Terry and Joseph Agris, MD ‘68

Changing the World

One Child at a T
J

oseph Agris, MD, ’68, wasn’t deployed
by the military to the Afghan/Pakistan
border back in 2012, nor was he fighting
the war against the Taliban. He was
fighting, however, on behalf of children
with deformities and injuries, like cleft
palates and lips, birthmarks, misshapen
hands, faces and feet.
Since 1977, Dr. Agris, a highly successful
reconstructive plastic surgeon from
Houston, has traveled the world — Russia,
Vietnam, Syria, Jordan, Cuba, China, 36
countries in all, as part of his philanthropic
effort associated with the Agris-Zindler
Children’s Fund, which he co-founded with
Terry, his wife of 19 years.
With four medical missions a year and
heartfelt (and harrowing) experiences to
fill volumes, Dr. Agris travels with a medical
team, whose many talents leave them
well-suited for medical missions. Although
the Covid pandemic has curtailed these
important missions over the last couple
of years, Dr. Agris is already working on
plans to resume his travels in service to his
young patients.
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His greatest satisfaction comes from the
children and families he helps and the
native doctors he trains around the world.
“As they get older, the children we treat
become more aware of their disfigurement,
so a successful surgery opens a pathway
to education, to jobs and to happiness for
them,” Dr. Agris said. “To watch a family
come back together, to see the hope and
the happiness when a child is made whole
again — those have given me wonderful
moments over the past years.”
A serious gardener, animal lover, author
and prolific photographer, Dr. Agris didn’t
set out to be a plastic surgeon. He earned
an engineering degree, went on to dental
school, and ultimately graduated from
Albany Medical College, then completed
three surgical residencies. He’s taught at
Baylor College of Medicine and is retired
from his medical practice, the Agris
Cosmetic Center in Houston.
Dr. Agris credits Albany Medical College
for the valuable role his faculty mentors
played in transforming his educational
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a Time
experience and setting the stage
for his career successes. Lifelong
philanthropists, when Dr. Agris and
Terry began to update their estate
arrangements, they were determined
to include the Medical College in their
plans. In celebration of the important
role our faculty play in launching
medical careers, Dr. Agris and Terry
created a bequest which will fund the
Dr. Joseph ’68 and Terry Agris Chair in
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.
This faculty chair will provide permanent
salary and programmatic support for
the Chair of Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery and extend the clinical and
educational prowess of the department
into the future.
“Terry and I have dedicated our lives to
helping others. Our bequest to fund this
faculty chair is a lasting and visible tribute
to all we have enjoyed because of the
education I received at Albany Medical
College. I am proud to have the ability to
provide such a meaningful gift.”

Joseph Agris, MD, ’68 and his wife, Terry.

“To watch a family
come back together,
to see the hope and the
happiness when a child
is made whole again—
those have given me
wonderful moments
over the past years.”
—JOSEPH AGRIS, MD ’68
HOUSTON, TEXAS

ALBANY MEDICAL
COLLEGE
PILLARS SOCIETY
Members of the
Albany Medical College
Pillars Society have
created lasting legacies
using their bequests,
life income gifts
and retirement plans.
They provide
inspiration to others
to do the same.

To learn more,
contact:
Laura O'Brien
Assistant Vice President,
Gift Planning
and Principal Gifts
518.262.6835
obrienL@amc.edu
amc.PlanMyGift.org
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Notes are edited
to fit available space.

CL ASS OF 1958

Arthur Maron, MD

Dr. Maron shares, “We are
enjoying reasonably good health
in sunny Florida. Ruth and I are
very busy with social encounters,
fitness center visits, reading,
acrostic puzzles and the like. My
vision disability has terminated
my card games, but Ruth is
still active with canasta and
mahjong. My involvement with
the American Academy of
Pediatrics has diminished since I
completed my term as Immediate
Past Chairman of the Senior
Section, but still keep in touch as
former member of the National
Board of Directors.”
Robert M. Richter, MD

Dr. Richter writes, “Gladys and
I are enjoying my 21st year of
retirement.”
CL ASS OF 1961

Leonard J. Kirschner, MD

Fort Verde Clinic, near Sedona, AZ

Dr. Kirschner shares, “I recently
visited the Army Clinic and
private clinic of Dr. Warren E.
Day, Class of ’63—that is 1863.
Upon his graduation, Dr. Day
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joined the Union Army and
served, with distinction, with
General U. S. Grant in the battle
for Richmond. After the war he
headed west and was Camp
Physician for General George
Crook and the Cavalry at Fort
Verde near Sedona. Dr. Day
moved to Prescott, Arizona, to
establish a medical practice. He
built the first medical office in
the city that was the first Capital
of the Arizona Territory. The
building is an octagon and a local
landmark near the city center.
It is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. If
you visit Arizona, plan on stops
at Fort Verde State Historic Park
and Prescott. The Grand Canyon
is also worth a visit.”
CL ASS OF 1964

Robert R. Taylor, Jr., MD

Dr. Taylor writes, “I’m enjoying
retirement in The Villages, Fla.
My day includes singing with
a professional-quality mixed
voice chorus of 120 singers and
a men’s chorus of 50 voices, also
professional quality. I play 54
holes of golf (not professional
quality) weekly and otherwise I’m
reading or building model ships.
My health is excellent, and I have
a hiking trip to Yellowstone and
Grand Teton scheduled with my
daughter Shara Taylor, MD ’89
and my son-in-law Phil
Rabinowitz, MD ’89 next July.
What a fortunate person I am.”

Fred H. Vohr, Jr., MD

Dr. Vohr shares, “I have been
involved in Correctional Medicine for the past ten years dealing
mostly with addiction and mental
health issues. I currently serve
as the Medical Director at
Cumberland County Jail in
Portland, Maine. I encourage all
my restless colleagues to consider
continuing on the same path, but
don’t think prison/jail medicine
is semi-retirement. It calls for
everything you ever learned and
then some. My granddaughter,
Michaela Hurley, is a student at
AMC and reportedly doing well.
My wife Pat and I tried Florida.
Not for us - so we moved to the
hills in Shelburne, Mass. We have
five children and eight grandchildren having lost son Matt four
years ago, but life is good. My
advice: don’t sit down too long.
I loved AMC.”
CL ASS OF 1965

Dennis B. Smith, MD

Dr. Smith writes, “I am now
older than I ever imagined was
possible for anyone to be when I
was a medical student, but I feel
well, am apparently healthy and
am enjoying life and living. I am
learning to play the piano and my
wife thinks I am good enough
that she brought me a baby grand.
We just got back from a month
in France — what fun! I am
still painting and trying to learn
French. I find that harder than
the piano. Hope you all are well.”
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Warren Woodworth, MD

Dr. Woodworth shares, “Hello
Class of 1965. Thasia, ’71 and I
just celebrated our 50th wedding
anniversary. We are well, 82
and 74 years old, and enjoying
our four children and nine
grandchildren. We are currently
in Cornwall, UK working on
our son Mason’s property, and
enjoying this unique culture and
history. Thasia is consulting at
UCLA, rheumatology, writing,
and enjoying her academics. I
am busy renovating property and
building historic ship models
and running our boats in Stuart,
Fla. My only contact has been
with my classmate, Al Apicelli,
and his wife, Susan. Al is active
in the Alumni Association and
keeps us up to date with the
‘goings on.’ I am continually
reminded of how grateful
I am to have had the unique
opportunity of studying at
AMC. It provided a practical,
evidence-based education that
has been a foundation for my
life, both military and civilian.
Thank you, AMC!”
CL ASS OF 1966

James S. Breivis, MD

Dr. Breivis writes, “I’m in my
22nd year of retirement from
The Permanente Medical
Group where I was Chief of
Orthopaedics (San Francisco)
for 12 years and then
Assistant Physician in Chief
of the medical center. My wife,
Diane, (Albany Nursing School)

and I have been married for 55
years; we have four children.
We travel extensively.”
Jeffrey Rudnick, MD

Dr. Rudnick shares, “After
47 years of medical practice
in Concord, Massachusetts, I
finally retired. We moved to
Westchester County to be near
our daughter and her family
and have thoroughly enjoyed
the summer exploring the many
towns in the area as well as
Manhattan. Later this month
we will be going to our home in
Florida where we will spend the
winter and come back in May.
Wishing good health to all
my classmates.”

and gardening. Skiing is no
longer in the cards for me, but
my kids and wife are looking
forward to a good year. Three
young grandkids are into
everything. Down the road we
hope to get back to Africa and
to take a few bike trips and to
participate in a forum whose
purpose is to try to help instill
the joy of practicing medicine in
this very complicated healthcare
world that seems to value productivity rather than excellence
and patient relationships. All the
best to everyone.”

CL ASS OF 1969

Gerald M. Lazar, MD

Dr. Lazar shares, “I left in
December for four months of
travel in Spain and Cypress.”
John D. Norton, MD

Dr. Norton shares, “After a bit
of a ragged year from a health
standpoint and the semi-isolation from Covid, I’m back on
my feet beginning to resume
my passion in the outdoors for
hunting, fishing, biking, hiking

William M. Vanneman,
Jr., MD

Thomas Snyder, MD
David Disbrow, MD ’70 and
Paul Garson, MD ’70 in Vermont.

Robert E. Tank, MD

Dr. Tank writes, “No real news,
other than the fact that I am
still alive at age 85, intellectually
active, and enjoying life. I even
have a ‘girlfriend’ - several years
my junior.”

to include a full-color atlas of
normals as well as hundreds of
examples of the thermographic
appearance of various disease
states, especially breast cancer.
Watch for its publication soon.”

Dr. Snyder’s 13-year-old
granddaughter knitted an
Albany Medical College scarf in
time for winter.

CL ASS OF 1970

James Stewart
Campbell, MD

Dr. Campbell writes, “I have
just completed a landmark text
on thermographic imaging in
medicine titled ‘Human
Thermography’, the Art and
Science of Thermal Imaging.
Sure to be dissed by radiologists and praised by others, it
is the first text on the subject

Dr. Vanneman shares, “It was
a great gathering with my
classmates Drs. Walter Groff,
Paul Garson and David Disbrow
at my home in Vermont this
summer. We are all looking
forward to our May 2022
Albany reunion.”
CL ASS OF 1971

John E. Dooley, MD

Dr. Dooley shares, “This past
fall, I had an uplifting visit
to AMC and met with the
current residents in the ENT
department. It was extremely
encouraging to get together
with them and discuss their
very positive attitudes towards
AMCH. They all feel they are
having an excellent experience
and are glad to be a part of our
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specialty in the Albany program.
Their department chief, Dr. Jason
Mouzakes, and his predecessor,
Dr. Steve Parnes, along with the
Albany private practice physicians,
must be very proud of these
young physicians.”
CL ASS OF 1972

communications to increase
patient-oriented care. This very
much follows Michael Balint and
George Balint (AMC GI) model.
Paula and I celebrated our 49th
anniversary in September 2021.
We miss all of our class and
are saddened by the many who
have passed.”

John J. LaFerla, MD

CL ASS OF 1975

Dr. LaFerla shares, “I am looking
forward to seeing classmates at
our 50th next May.”
Barry S. Yoss, MD

Dr. Yoss writes, “I am still working
full time as a neonatologist in
Scranton, PA, and wondering
how many in my class are also
still active in medicine. Looking
forward to seeing classmates at
our 50th reunion. Sadly, this
past October saw the fifth
anniversary of the passing of my
wife of almost 46 years, Vivian.
CL ASS OF 1973

Robert N. Schannon, MD

Dr. Schannon shares, “I retired as
the Chief of Psychiatry and
Addiction Medicine after 38.5
years as a Partner Physician at
Southern California Medical
Group (Kaiser Permanente San
Diego) the end of 2014. I worked
part time seeing patients until
April 2019. For the last six years,
I have coached physicians of
all departments, inpatient and
outpatient to enhance patient
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Monika R. Mommsen, MD

Dr. Mommsen writes, “I’m
still in family practice part time
and enjoying it.”
Gary F. Willen, MD, MBA

Dr. Willen shares, “I continue to
work and am doing minimally
invasive gynecologic surgery. I’m
also teaching medical students at
UNR Med in Reno, NV.”
CL ASS OF 1976

Robert G. Josephberg, MD

Dr. Josephberg writes, “I am still
working actively and seeing retinal
patients about four days per week
with retirement years away!
My patented scleral depressor
( Josephberg-Besser Scleral
Depressor for retinal exams) has
found its way into the hands of
ophthalmologist and is now
mainstream and recommended
by the American Academy of
Ophthalmology! My best to
my classmates.”

CL ASS OF 1978

Leslie E. Kahl, MD

Dr. Kahl shares, “I am continuing
my role as professor of medicine
and associate dean for Strategic
Initiatives at Oregon Health
& Science University. In 2020,
I completed training to become
a Certified Master Physician
Development Coach. In addition
to my ongoing work in
rheumatology as a clinicianeducator, I have developed a
coaching practice for midcareer faculty in leadership
roles throughout the school of
medicine, and am consulting
with Quanta, a partnership for
coaching wholeness in healthcare.
Gary S. Silverstein, MD

Dr. Silverstein writes, “I retired
on July 1, 2021, after 39 years as
a diagnostic radiologist. My wife,
Lori, and I plan to split our time
between our homes in Upper
Holland, PA and Naples, FL.”
CL ASS OF 1980

Pamela Rose Landsberg,
MD

Dr. Landsberg shares, “The
grounding in clinical medicine
given to me by Albany Med has
been the bedrock of my practice as
a specialist in Family Medicine.
I have worked for the Public
Health Department of Santa Barbara County since 1986, and this
year I took over their Employee
Health Clinic. In 2018,
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I was ecstatic to finally show my
true female self, the inner me I
knew since early childhood. I
am at last the woman I always
knew myself to be. I have
been able to treat transgender
patients with both medical skill
and personal empathy, and I
have lectured on transgender
medicine at national conferences. My deepest thanks go
to family and friends who have
given so much love and support
along the way.”
CL ASS OF 1981

I’ve had a good career in
emergency medicine and am
planning to fully retire within
another year. My wife, Beverly,
and I live in Monroe, GA,
and have a guest bedroom for
anyone who would like to visit.
We are about 45 miles east of
Atlanta (towards Athens, GA).
I enjoyed our time together at
AMC from 1979-1983. I am
proud of the successes of my
classmates and have some great
stories about running into some
of them over the years. I love
and respect you all. God Bless!”

Duncan E. Savage, MD

CL ASS OF 1986

In October, Dr. Savage
participated in WAMC’s radio
Medical Monday to discuss
radiation oncology and various
treatments. Dr. Savage is chief
of radiation oncology at St.
Peter’s Hospital in Albany, NY.
CL ASS OF 1983

Matthew I. Ehrlich, MD

Dr. Ehrlich writes, “I’m
practicing ophthalmology
in the Colorado ski
mountains serving the Vail
and Aspen communities
(www.EyeCenterRockies.com).
Our twins are juniors in college
in Colorado. Life is good.
Hope everybody is doing well.”

Nalin J. Mehta, MD

Dr. Mehta writes, “I have
been in practice for 28 years
as physician owner of the
Colorado Retina Center in
Denver, CO. I am completing
a master’s in biotechnology at
the Johns Hopkins University. I currently serve on the
admissions committee at the
Colorado University School
of Medicine. I sing with
the Colorado Symphony
Orchestra Chorus and am
married with two children.
Treat your patients like family.
Treat your family like gold.”
CL ASS OF 1987

Bruce Sabatino, MD

Robert J. Ziltzer, MD

Dr. Sabatino shares, “Hello
classmates. I am now semiretired, having just turned 70.

Dr. Ziltzer shares, “I cofounded the Scottsdale Weight
Loss Center, with four clinics in

the Phoenix, AZ, metropolitan
area and have also co-authored
a book, ‘Chasing Diets.’ My
wife, Vivian, a pediatrician, and
I recently celebrated our 30th
wedding anniversary. Our son
is a medical student at Keck,
USC and our daughter is an
undergraduate at USC.”
CL ASS OF 1990

Steven-Huy Han, MD

Dr. Han writes, “I was recently
appointed the inaugural holder
of the Philip L. Palumbo
Endowed Chair in Clinical
Hepatology at the David
Geffen School of Medicine at
UCLA. I continue to work here
at UCLA as a clinical professor
of Medicine & Surgery in the
Division of Digestive Diseases
and Liver Transplantation and
serve as the program director
for the UCLA Transplant
Hepatology Fellowship.
Otherwise, as ‘empty nesters’
my wife, Eva, and I enjoy long
walks, cooking, Netflix, and
visiting our daughter who is
an undergraduate student at
Yale University.”
David I. Shapiro, MD

Dr. Shapiro shares, “I have
slowed down to working only
one day a week which leaves
me time for other pursuits like
a recent personal record of 3:41
at the London Marathon and
a first visit to Scotland via the
Sleeper Train.”

CL ASS OF 1991

Anthony M. Szema. MD

Dr. Szema received an
acknowledgment in the closing
credits for The Problem with
Jon Stewart on Apple TV,
whose first episode was related
to health hazards of burn pits
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Dr. Szema will give a
lecture, ‘Update on Burn Pit
Legislation and Advocacy’ at
the Meet the Expert Seminar
at the American Thoracic
Society International
Conference in May 2022 in
San Francisco, CA.
CL ASS OF 1996

Eleni A. Tousimis, MD

In August 2021, Dr. Tousimis
was named the director of the
Scully-Welsh Cancer Center at
Cleveland Clinic Indian River
Hospital in Vero Beach, FL.
She was the director of the
Betty Lou Orisman Breast
Health Center at Georgetown
Medstar University Hospital.
CL ASS OF 1998

Steven R. Brown, MD,
FAAFP

Dr. Brown is serving as
Program Director at the
University of Arizona since
completing his Phoenix Family
Medicine residency in 2011.
In 2020, he was awarded the
Exemplary Teaching Award
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from the American Academy of
Family Physicians. Additionally,
he was awarded the ACGME
Parker J. Palmer Courage to
Teach Award in 2021. Dr.
Brown, his residents, and faculty
colleagues host the American
Family Physician Podcast, which
has been downloaded more
than five million times. It is the
top-rated journal podcast in the
United States (iTunes rankings).
Dr. Brown is the immediate past
president of the Association of
Family Medicine Residency
Directors and has served as an
elected member on board of the
AFMRD since 2016 and was
President in 2020-2021.

CL ASS OF 2005

CL ASS OF 2007

Gina M. Geiss, MD, MS (’19)

Angus M. Jameson, MD

Dr. Geiss published an article,
“Developing a digitally innovative ethics and professionalism
curriculum for neonatal-perinatal
medicine fellows: a three-year
multicenter pilot study” in the
September 2021 Journal of
Perinatology.

Dr. Jameson received the 2020
John P. Pryor, MD, Street
Medicine Society Award at the
virtual EMS Today Conference
and Exposition. The award,
sponsored by iSimulate, a
technology partner in the
Biomedical Acceleration and
Commercialization Center
(BACC) at Albany Med, is
presented annually to a physician
for his or her exemplary service
to the field of emergency medical
services. Dr. Jameson serves as
the medical director for Pinellas
County (FL) EMS and is an
affiliate assistant professor at the
Morsani College of Medicine at
the University of South Florida.

Gabriel Smolarz, MD

CL ASS OF 1999

Siobhan M. Kuhar,
PhD (’90), MD

In September, Dr. Kuhar was
interviewed on WAMC radio’s
Medical Monday to answer
questions about sleep disorders.

In August, Dr. Smolarz and
his father stopped by the
College during their visit to the
Capital Region. Dr. Smolarz is
senior medical director of
Obesity at Novo Nordisk, Inc,
in Plainsboro, NJ and a
Concierge Endocrinologist.

Karen A. Mourtzikos, MD

Dr. Mourtzikos, executive vice
dean at Wayne State University
School of Medicine, was featured
in the School of Medicine news
at Wayne State University. She
began her role in November 2021
and is charged with overseeing
strategic projects, graduate and
continuing medical education,
leadership searches and more.
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CL ASS OF 2006

Sheila Gupta, MD

Dr. Gupta writes, “I have
started a vitamin business
called Doctamin.”

CL ASS OF 2008

Christa R. Abraham, MD

Dr. Abraham shares, “I
completed my residency in
general surgery at Albany
Med followed by fellowship
in endocrine surgery. I am
married to Michael Schuster
MD, a radiologist, and we are the
parents of three boys. I have been
a breast surgeon at the Albany
Med Breast Center for seven
years, where we specialize in
breast health, the diagnosis and
treatment of breast cancer and
the care of high-risk patients.
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I am a patient advocate, involved
in clinical research, and a mentor
to our medical students.”
Mary Ellen Gilder, MD

In December, the Albany Med
Family Medicine Interest Group
(FMIG) and the Global Health
Club welcomed Dr. Gilder back
to campus for several virtual
presentations for students and
residents about alternate careers
in family medicine and the ethics
of working in a conflict area.
Dr. Gilder has been working
since 2011 in tropical medicine
and obstetrics along the
Thailand-Myanmar border.
Sita Subbaram, PhD

Dr. Subbaram was appointed
by the Albany, NY County

Legislature to the Commission
on Redistricting, a non-partisan
group who will help determine
the county’s future legislative
districts. She is an assistant
professor in the Department of
Surgery at Albany Med.

CL ASS OF 2018

Christina M. Kratlian, MD and
Andrew C. Martina, MD ’16

CL ASS OF 2010

Stephen Antonucci, MD

Dr. Antonucci writes, “I have
been pursuing a professorship
in Hospital Medicine at UC
San Diego since April 2017.
Farah Monzur, MD

Dr. Monzur writes, “I have
been promoted to program
director of the GI fellowship
program at Stony Brook
University Hospital.”

CL ASS OF 2011

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNA)
Class of 2011 Mini Reunion held in September 2021.

Dr. Kratlian and Dr. Martina were married on October 19, 2019, at the
Old South Meeting House in Boston, MA. Alumni Analise Peleggi,
MD ’18, Alexandra Leonard, MD ’19, Sophia L. (Dellis) Alexis, MD
’17, Mena Kirloss, MD ’15, Elena Kozakewich, MD ’15 and Lisa
Gaynon, MD ’15 were in attendance.
Caroline M. Riddle, MD

Dr. Riddle shares, “I recently
finished my Family Medicine
residency at University of
Hawaii and am enjoying
post-training life with my
husband, Daniel Goldberg,
MD ’17 and our one-yearold son!”
Cara R. Zimmerman, MD

Dr. Zimmerman writes, “I am
in Internal Medicine at the
Rhode Island Hospital/Brown
University in Providence, RI,

and am currently in a one-year
fellowship in addiction medicine.
I have also started small group
teaching at the Warren Alpert
Medical School at Brown.
CL ASS OF 2020

David R. Pokorny, MD

Dr. Pokorny shares, “I married
Lauren Holroyd MD,
MBA (Vanderbilt School
of Medicine ’19) at a small
ceremony in Franklin, TN,
with family and friends.

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
From left to right: Cilicia Bigler, CRNA, MS, Whitney Bean,
CRNA, MS, Lisa Marie Paul, CRNA, MS, October Cellana,
CRNA, MS, Allison Clark, CRNA, MS, Katy Dearborn, CRNA, MS,
Lauren Viagrande, CRNA, MS.

The Alumni Association is happy to pass along your
news and messages to fellow classmates and community
members. If you would like to share an announcement, news
or update regarding your professional and/or personal life,
please contact: AMCalumni@amc.edu.
W I N TE R 2 02 2
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I N M E MOR IA M

W E M OU RN T H E PA S S I N G O F T H E F O L LO W I N G D EVOT E D M E M B E R S O F T H E C O L L E G E :

1954-2020

Michael E. Brown, MD
“ W E CANNOT LET AN ENT IRE GENERAT ION COME INTO T HIS WORLD AND
NOT UNDERSTAND WHY T HIS AT TACK WAS SO CRUCIAL IN WORLD HISTORY.”

—What Brothers Do, Michael E. Brown

O C TO B ER 2021

To the Class of 1988:
Last summer, Stu Demirs alerted us to the most recent Albany Medical
College Alumni Bulletin (Summer, 2021.) On the In Memoriam page,
our classmate Michael Brown was listed as having passed away in
October, 2020. I wanted to ensure that all are aware of Mike’s remarkable
last two decades. It is appropriate that I am writing this around the
time of the 20th anniversary of the attacks of September 11, 2001.
After some classmates and I toasted Mike’s memory, I learned that
Mike passed away from malignancy, potentially linked to his time in
Manhattan at Ground Zero during the epic search for his older brother,
Captain Patrick “Paddy” Brown, FDNY, a highly decorated firefighter.
He found the strength in 2010 to write a heart-wrenching account
of his personal 9/11 tragedy, What Brothers Do.
Mike Brown was a veteran firefighter himself, spending more than
a decade with the Westbury and New York City Departments
before beginning with us at Albany Medical College in 1984.
After graduating, he trained in emergency medicine in Queens,
and moved on to Las Vegas to care for emergencies once again,
this time as an emergency physician.
Within hours of seeing images of the collapse of the World Trade
Center towers, with all commercial flights grounded, Mike jumped
in his white Toyota Tundra and drove 45 hours to New York City
on a mission to search for his beloved brother. I am a notoriously slow
reader, but I zipped through the nearly 400 pages in two sittings.
It is an overwhelming tribute to Mike’s brother, who died in the
collapse of the North Tower, and to the hundreds of other firefighters

who perished on that awful Tuesday. I urge all of you to read What
Brothers Do. (Virtualbookworm.com Publishing, November 19, 2010;
at Amazon.) [Captain Brown’s remains were recovered in the Pile at
the North Tower on December 12, 2001, and identified at the Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner two days later. Ed.]
In his introduction to the revised edition (2019), Mike shares the
tragic news of the death of his wife, Janet, in 2016, after a 13-year battle
with breast cancer. His final words in the introduction are about his
own then-recent diagnosis of cancer, that appeared to be related to his
exposures at “The Site” during his search for survivors.
Mike Brown always had a broad smile under his handlebar moustache
and was the easiest guy with whom to have a beer. At heart, he was a
NYC firefighter who happened to join a number of us with previous life
experiences before Albany Medical College.
After finishing What Brothers Do, I reflected on our Class of 1988
and felt a strong sense of pride in its collective character. Many have
gone on to remarkable careers in academia, public health, research, and
the highest quality patient care. It is a lasting tribute to the selection
of medical students; our alma mater sought something different in the
men and women who merited a chance to become physicians
and eventual leaders in medicine.
Michael E. Brown, MD, you proved them right, but you left us way
too soon.

Alan Sanders, MD ’88

This letter was sent by A lan S anders, MD ’88, to his classmates. We thank Doctor S anders f or permission to reproduce it here.
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I N M E MOR IA M

1927-2021

Martha Lepow, MD, Hon. ’97

Leonard J. Duhl, MD ’48

William V. Golkowski, MD ’48
David L. Sparling, MD ’48
Melvin Horwith, MD ’51
Erwin F. Keller, MD ’51

SJD/JDH

Evelyn G. Redlich, MD ’51
Joseph F. Rowley, MD ’51

Gerald Altschuler, MD ’54
Peter M. Guida, MD ’54

Martha Lipson Lepow, MD, Hon. ’97, beloved Albany Medical College physician, colleague, professor,
mentor and friend, passed away peacefully at home on October 17, 2021, at the age of 94. Acknowledged
the nation’s most senior pediatric infectious disease expert, Dr. Lepow leaves a legacy of seven decades of
work benefitting generations of children and their parents and educating medical students and residents
with whom she shared her extensive knowledge. Among her remarkable accomplishments, she worked
under the mentorship of Nobel Prize recipient, Dr. Frederick Robbins, in the development of the
Salk polio vaccine. In the Sabin oral vaccine trials in infants and young children, she contributed to the
work that made possible the near-eradication of polio.
Dr. Lepow came to Albany in 1978, with their three children, when her husband, the late Irwin Lepow,
PhD, MD, became president of Sterling-Winthrop Research Institute in Rensselaer. She had been a
founding faculty member at the University of Connecticut School of Medicine. Her career at Albany
Med spanned five decades, serving as chief of pediatric infectious disease, director of the Cystic Fibrosis
Center, director of the Pediatric Residency Program, and acting chair of the Department of Pediatrics.
Barbara E. Ostrov, MD, Professor & Chair of Pediatrics, currently holds the endowed Martha L. Lepow,
MD, Chair in Pediatrics at Albany Medical Center.
Shortly after its founding in 1993, Double H Ranch, which provides programs at the Lake Luzerne
Camp and year-round support for children dealing with life-threatening illnesses, approached the
Department of Pediatrics about medical support. Dr. Lepow, then Acting Chair, marshalled support from
the faculty and the administration to provide pediatric professional coverage and support for the Ranch.
She and her colleague, Jennifer Pearce, MD, and several other Albany Medical Center Hospital physicians,
have supported the Camp professionally and materially across the ensuing quarter-century.
Dr. Lepow’s accolades and awards include the 2004 Pillars of the Albany Medical Center Award and
the Award for Lifetime Contribution in Infectious Diseases Education from the American Academy of
Pediatrics. In honor of her 80th birthday, Mayor Jerry Jennings proclaimed March 28, 2007, Martha Lepow
Day in the City of Albany.
Dr. Lepow began playing the piano at age four and became an accomplished pianist and player of historic
acoustic keyboard instruments. Music was a significant part of her life. She was a member of several
ensembles in the community, as well as participating in and promoting music at the Medical College.
In 1997, Dr. Lepow was elected Honorary Member of the Albany Medical College Alumni Association.
She was grateful and quietly proud, and rarely missed Alumni Reunion until she retired.

Richard G. O’Leary, MD ’54
Paul J. Rosch, MD ’54

William E. McMahon, MD ’56
Nathaniel Silon, MD ’58

Elynore A. Cucinell, MD ’60

Richard B. Getman, MD ’60

Frank G. Marsh, Jr., MD ’60
Richard N. Wilcox, MD ’61

Russell W. Robertson, MD ’66
Robert L. Marois, PhD ’69

John G. Wassil, Jr., MD ’71

David L. Rothman, MD ’72

Charles E. Staunton, MD ’73
Mark E. Kahn, MD ’74

William A. Busino, Jr., MD ’75
Anthony A. Umolu, MD ’79
Robert A. Binner, MD ’80
Sarah A. Kemble, MD ’92

Darin M. Lerner, MD ’95
Jahn R. Flor, PhD ’97

Martha L. Lepow, MD, Hon.’97
Courtney A. Lane, MD ’07

Phillip F. Acevedo, MD ’14
ALUMNI DEATHS REPORTED

TO THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN
6. 16. 21 AND 12.1.21
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ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE

47 New Scotland Avenue
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www.facebook.com/amcalumniassociation

YOUR UNRESTRICTED SUPPORT OF THE ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE
ALUMNI ANNUAL FUND HELPS FUEL THREE OVER-ARCHING OBJECTIVES:

ACCESS

INNOVATION

EXCELLENCE

Enabling us to attract the best
applicants, while also addressing
their needs for financial support.

Ensuring that our students stay current in
their skills and are ready to serve patients
in an environment that requires adaptability
in today’s information society.

Helping teach students social determinants
of health and instill compassion and a
commitment to improving community health,
particularly in underserved communities.

Please consider making a gift today to help students like Nicholas:

“Scholarship support has allowed me to dedicate more time
to studying, enabled me to become financially stable, and
empowered me to engage in more academic opportunities,
such as publications, presentations, and community service.
Having the peace of mind to obtain a medical degree
without the burden of debt is a blessing, and I could not be
more thankful to have received a scholarship.”
				

—Nicholas Brutus, MD Candidate 2024

SIMPLY USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE OR MAKE A GIFT ONLINE: ALUMNI.AMC.EDU/ANNUALFUND
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